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The Con/ifency and Duty of declaring Diving Sovent 
and Mens ImpoTExcY, while yet we addrefs:i 
ſciences with the Warnings of Truth, and Chl 
Goſpel: x 


By ISAAC B ACA 
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T am not aſhamed-of the Goſpel of Chriſt; for it 
of (30d unto Salvation, to every one that be 
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HE chief occaſion of the enſuin, l 
courſe- is this : About four year a 
on a view of the prevaihng diſpot 
in multitudes, either to pry into'fy 
ties, to the negle&t of preſgnt duty, or to cont 
about religion, inſtead of (regarding the: li: 
practice of it, while the yanities of time ir: 
the world before them, I was moved to pub 
diſcourſe from James ii. 22. with this cheſs 'Tr rue 
Faith will produce good Works, And t 7 
whole guy corp to handle the glonous: "Truths 
of the goſpel in a practical way ; and had as little 
expectation of being publicly attacked therefor. 
for any thing I ever wrote: And I was not alone . 
in this thought, for a worthy miniſter in; Great- 
Britain ſays, in a letter, * Your ſermon on the 
* Fruits of Faith is well adapted to ſilence; Kain- ' 
#* ſayers.” Yet how often are we diſappoints 
* this evil world | 
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Mr. Dane! Martin, Elder of a Baptiſt Church 
in Rehoboth, publiſhed a-piece laſt fall, intituled, 
Some Meditations on the plain Teſtimony of the bo- 
ty Scriptures, relating to the Jeleft or choſen of 
God, &c. wherein, after inſerting as a motto 
our Sayiour's caution to take heed how and what 
we hear, he begins thus: «© Having received the 
« foregoing caution and inſtruftion from the moſt 
* wonderful Counſellor that ever ſpoke on carth, 
* I have made the following obſervations on ſe- 
« veral points of doctrine delivered'by Mr. 1/aac 
*« B-—-;, in his book intituled, True Faith will 
« produce $202 Works, wherein he hath made ma- 
 «< ny worthy obſervations, and given divers good 
« inſtructions; but to my ſorrow he hath advanc- 
© ed ſeveral poifttsof doctrine, which appear to 
* me'to be in oppoſition to the ſenſe' and (pure 
«meaning of the holy ſcriptures.” And he goes 
on'to bend all his force. through his: whole per- 
formance againſt the peculiar dodtrines of _ ol 
reign grace. 

"Several reaſons were ſuggeſted, in my own mind 
and by others, againſt. making any reply to this 
piece at all: As that 1t 1s fo plainly (erroneous, 
"that It was not likely to'do' much hurt; that there 
1s no end of . controverſy ; and it is-peculiarly dif- 
agreeable for one Baptiſt to contend with another, 
who have ſo many others againſt them on eyery 
"ſide. © But in anſwer to this, 1t appears, that as 
plain as theſe errors are, yet many are carried away 
"with them ; and though contention 1s diſagreeable, 
yet-if we can ſee the faith once delivered to the 
faints betrayed, and+hold our peace, how ſhall we 
anſwer it to him who has required us to'contend 
"Rx earneſt ly 
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earneſtly therefor ? And will not a juſt view & "the 


an engine which has been much uſed, both ia the 

paſt and preſent age, to prejudice people azainſt 
j the Bap ſts has been to repreſent them-as unfound 
in zoſpel doEtrine ; and now when an [Elder 
| of that denomination has repreſented to t c yorld, 
| that to hold, * That faith 1s not of man,” CzITiEs 


j in it that © He that is juſtified by faith, is 3 " 4 


laſt obyeRtion turn its weight the other wa 


| 


«© becauſe God hath given it co him; and hh 
<« believeth not is damned, becauſe God 
« given him faith ;” p. 15. if weler ſuch 
« es againſt ſovereign grace paſs unanſw 


others make of ir, to. repreſent us all eight? 
corrupt in principle, or elſc more after party:4 
cruth ? Nay, if thoſe who met their enemies 28 
aſs going aſtray, and did not bring it back as 
broke a command of God*®; how can we atrini 
it to him, if we ſee our AC 


* i 


: 
L 
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kinsfolk, moved him to take pains to cones | 

them, that, though they followed after the lai 

| righteouſneſs, yet "ag they did quite miſs th 
way, becauſe they ſought it not by faith, but us / 
were by the deeds of the Jaw. Rom., ix. 22. At 

as it appears IG me that Mr. M-——# has niſſd _ 

No right way in the ſame reſped, I think it adu- | 


ty to attempt 1n a brief. and plain manner to . 8 
him wherein he has done ſo. in 


® Exod. Xxiil. 4. 


4 of 


cauſe in our denomination, what a handle would | 
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- The grand point which he objets againſt in my 
book, is the manner of my holding ele#ion : He 
profeſſeth to hold it; bur thinks 1 hold it in a 
wrong way: I had obferved' from Eph. 1. 3—7: 
that Paul ſays, He bath choſen us, that-we ſhould bt 
Soly ;, but the modern notions are, that he chooſerh 
us becauſc we are holy, making that to be the cauſe; 
which Paul viewed to be the effe7 : All the contro- 
verſy turns, upon this point, wliethef the” good pleas 
ſure of God's will, or ovr free will, -be the caute of 
our holineſs and happineſs. Mr. M-——#x mentions 
this, and anſwers, - that 6th are the cauſe thereof, 
p. 6. To prove which, he cites many declarations 
of God's good will; and then ſays; © Sihce 1t 15 
« the good will of God: that all men ſhould be 
& faved and come to the knowledge of the trutl, 
+ what doth hinder; or indeed what can hinder or 
&« prevent, but the want of tnan's good will ?” 
p. 7." Ay ture-.enouth,. what elſe can hindet ? 
-But ſance that ts wanting, how can it be any caufe 
bf our ſalvation? Solomon ſays, That which is 
wanting cannot be' numbered : Yet behold ! here 
15 one wiſcr than Solomon'! For he can reckon that 
which 1s wanting for a principal part of the capital 
fum! Perhaps it will be faid, if it is wanting in 
one, It may not in another. This I ſuppoſe is the 
"thing aimed at; for he ſays; #* By free will I un- 
« derftand good will ; when a man's will is to db 
* the will of God.” p. 7. - And again, *-We may 
«© affure ourſelves, that God hath not - hid the 
* light of the goſpel' from 'any man or people, 


1« who defire and feck - after- the' knowledge of 


« God.” p. 13, Who. pretends that he docs? 1 
2was fo far from doing of it, that in anſwer ro an 
objection, 


ES: ado Lboroes. > 
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objeftion; p82: I obſerved, that © We 


heartily willing to do many outward aCtians, y jel ; 


yet we cannot da, and ſo are excuſed from 


in our not doing them ; but the cauſe why teuls) 
cannot believe the record: which God has given of: 
his Sony and love and obey* him with alltWir: 
hearts, is becauſe they love darkneſs rather then | 


light ; yea, hate the light, becauſe” the carnal min 
is. enmity againſt God.” Fobn wi. Tg; 20. Rom. v1 
And if our advocate for free will and godd wet 
read this and much more to the ſame parpoſe!i 
my book, before he wrote againſt it, where ar&1is 


good works, while he miſrepreſerits my ſentiments?” 


And if he did not read it; where js his tegary-to 
equity, to condemn #4 man without a hearing 3*4 


Mr. M-—=»# has told us, that by tree wil he | 
iinderſtands a'will ro do the will of God; bixyhe * 
has not informed us who” the people are,” or whete 


o 


they live; that naturally hay& fuck a will * Hs} 
not ſo fair ih this reſpe&t; as Robert Bartiay wi 
about perfeffion; for though he laboured. muct 


prove that ſuch & ſtate was attainable if this Fre 

yer he ſays, «© With reſpe&t to myſelf, Tipeak ne- 
« deftly, becauſe I irigeniouſly confels that T huiy's 
*© nor yer attained it*;” So here I believe ever 


* By the way I would here obſerve, that as in' thy late Plas 
for Leberty of Conſcience, | happened to mention it as a Que; 
notion, that when a perſon has the ſpirit with him, he 1s he 
__ ; I wou!d now retrat that ſentencey for I am rn forben 

y 4 principal leader zmong them, thar I miſtook their ſepti; 
ments; and I would always witch ag 4inſt miſrepreferitivg #n 
people, though I differ ever ſo much from them. He in; 
me that they hold ſanification to be a progreſſive work, 4 
that a perſon may be under powerfol influences of the 
and yet have remaining cor:options, though they foppo 
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one of Adam's children, who. are brought to a true 
ſight of their caſe, will concur with the Apolſtle's 
confeſſion, that el! have ſinned and come ſhort of 
the glory of God; and that a!7 go on, ether fe- 
cretly or openly, to ſerve divers huſts and plea- 
fares, till the kindneſs and love of God our Sa- 
viour appears, nat by works of righteouſneſs which we 
Beve done, but according to bis mercy, to laye as, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Rom. wi. 23. Tit. ni. 3-5. Our author's 
notion that both God's will and ours are the cauſe 
of our -falvation, runs him into the following ab- 
inrdities, , 

EI. Toexclude all thoſe divine teſtimonies whick 
prove man's univerſal depravity : That both Fews 
and Gentiles are al] under fin, and none righteous, 
no not ene; ate all gone out of the way, and none 
that doth good, no net one; that we are by nature 
children of wrath, eyen as others; that the ſcrip- 
rure hath included alt under fin, Rom. in. 9—19. 
Eph. 11. 3. Gat. 1. 22. I ſay his notion excludes 
all fuch teſtimomes. of truth, of which the bible 
is. full, even fo far, that though his book is filled 
wh texts which he imagines will prove univerſal 
Fedemprion, yer. I think he never takes notice of 

one 


a'perfe@ viftoery over them 3s attainable in this life. Now 
| willingly retratt my miſtake of their ſentiments, fo I think: 
© but a friendly part to Jet them know, that for friend Barclay, 

ip. 8. of his Apology, to repreſent that « Thoſe who plead 
*« for jullification wholly by the imputation of a righreouſneſs 
** .wHhout them, deny the neceſſity of being cloathed with an 
++ inward righteouſneſs,” is not juſt; for no men upon earth 
hold Rropger to the necelhity of regeneration and inward ſanc- 
tihcation,. than thoſe who tuſt alove on Chriſt's imputed righ- 
w43ufnels for their jullification before God. 


« 
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one that proves our univerſal depravity, noche 
ſtanding he talks ſo much of keeping cloſe to 
{cripture, +08 
1I, As the nature of his ſcheme is the nite 
that which inſnared the Galatians, ſo it 15 attended 
with the ſame conſequence which the Apoſtle 
mentions to them ; It would fraſerate the gract bf 
God, and make Chriit to die in. vain, Gal. ii. 2! 
For if men have a will to do the will of God, the 
had no need of a Saviour to die for them, and ' 
they have it not, they are like ro periſh, notwith- 
ſtanding what he has donez for Mr. M58 
lays, © It ſeems by our Lord's parable, Luke Ky. 
** 16—=20; that there was nothing wanting on | 
+ part of him. that made the ſupper, but.on tt 
+ part of them that were bidden; their good wil 
* was lacking; their will and affections were!/£ 4 
£« earthly things.” p. *: Therefore by his ichem 16, 
unleſs our Lord could find ſome of the chilgre 
men who had nat their will and affeQtions on C 
ly things, his great ſupper will be loſt: Nay” 
mult unavoidably be fa; far if any could be tc 
with ſuch a wood will as our author deſcribes, Þ 
Saviour could have no. right to. call them. to thus. 
ſupper, becauſe he came nat to call the righteous 
but ſinners to repentance, Lute v. 32. Fhat o_ 7 
which way you will, this notion of free will fu Mf 
trates the K.ngrs of God, and would. make Chit [a 
tO gic in vat Nr. M——n ſays, * They did not 
& improve the power he had given, them.” I knew 
they did not improve it right, for they. improves, 
it to excuſe themſelves from. coming, and to pate: 
ive their own ways. Again he aflerts, that ** Faith 
15 a work, which God, requireth of man,. als 
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» 

* what our Lord taught the people to labour in. 
. 14. And to prove it refers us to Jobn vi. 27-29, 
hough in this he diſcoyers a darker notion about 

faith than the Ferws did, for it appears that they 

knew that faith 1s giving credit to another, and not 

-a work of our own; therefore' in the next words 

they aſk for a ſign, thatthey might ſee and beheve, 

and they plainly intimate, that though he had fed 
five thouſand, -yet Moſes had done much more, 
even fed fix hundred thouſand of their fathers in 
the wilderneſs, fo that they 'were not inclined ta 
leave Moſes for Jeſus; and though he aſſured them 

y that it: was not Mo/es who gave that bread, and 

" that the Father had now*%iven the true bread from 

heaven, yet their diſpoſition and condutt diſcover- 

ed plainly, that it muſt be the work of God to make 
any of them believe it. Mr. M——2 is fo far 
from allowing this point, that he ventures to de- 
clare, that * The unbehever is not made a be- 

* hever-by the mighty power of God working 

* 4n him, but by hearing and receiving the 

word.” p..30. And fo becauſe the word is the 

 inftrument of faith, he denies that God by his 
power is the arthor of it; and holds it to be © of 
man.” p. 14. Hence, | 

It. His plan would make the will of the Cre- 
ator acpendpnt on the will of the creature; for he 

Jabours much to prove that full proviſion is made 

for the ſalvation of all men, while he owns that 

many miſs of it, becauſe their good will is wanting, 
yer demies-the exertion of divine: power to work 
faith jn any ; the certain conſequence of which is, 
that 1t depends upon man's will whether God ſhall 
gyer haye his good will-jn the falvation of one foul 


of 


tot * þ 


- 
iT 
4 
$ 


74 " p A ** P £ 
bg "> by 


, and that faith is his gift, and wrought in the 
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ar not ! This conſequence 1s ſo unanſwerable,' 
iz ſeems our author dare not meddle with itz 6 Fg 
had mentioned it in a quotation from” one of eu 
Baptiſt Elders in Carolina, at the foot of my ge 
page ; yet though he quotes a paſlage out of -Ue 
middle of that page, he never ſays a word-upon 
this glaring abſurdity which attends his rice. 
For the reader's ſatisfaftion, I will give him the Ws 
ſage. It xs this: ** Conditional” eleftion fers up*! 
* inferior cauſe above a ſuperior, making el ”N 
* and ſalvation no more than a may be, inſtead; »Ff 
** a ſhall be, It repreſents the Almighty as evtr 
+ fluctuating in his councils, taking up withine w 
« conſulrations dependent on the fickle will of 
** and the uncertain acts that flow therefrom bY 
** which method he is brought in faying, one ; 
« will if they will, and O! that they may 
** believe, become holy, dihgently and perf berſdhth= 
* ingly improving their ſtock of free will abilith's, 
* that they may be ſaved ,' nevertheleſs nor” *&Y 
« wilt, but THz wilt. be done'* !” Now fins;e 
this lay dire&ly in Mr. M-——#'s way, what f 
" can be given tor his avoiding any mentions 
, bur becayſe he could not anſwer it ? I confi 
br. is beyond my weak capacity' t6 conceive how 
jt can. be fairly anſwered, and . if others cat; 1t 
would certainly be much more to the purpoſe toes 
ut, than what they on that ſide generally dwell uz 


a 
on. Fhe fum of all our author's meditations F | 


he imagines that jto hold the gond res 
Ged's will to 'be the fole cauſe of our Cy 


\6y 


* Mr. I/aac Chenter $ DoArines of Grace, printed at Ze, 
#744» P+ 208, 
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. by his power, would carry this dreadful conſes 
quence in it, * That men cannot be Judged and 
s rewarded according to their works, but accord- 

'< ing as he hath given, or neglected to give." 

And he ſeems as much affrighted at this imagination 

gs over a timorous perſon was at a black ſtump in 

the night : He has it over. and over from one end 
of his pamphleg to the other, and upon every 
mention of it, he turns away to a number of ſcrip- 
tures, which prove that God 1s both juſt and mer- 
ciful, which we hold as fully as he does; alſo 
upon every view of my pleas for God's fovereign- 

Tty and power, that frightful image riſes in view: 

again, which makes ſuch powerful impreſſions up- 

on him, that he ſeems not to know ſcripture when 
he runs againſt it, For inſtance, I had oblerved, 
33. that ſaving faith is a receiving with all the 

Ls the witneſs and teſtimony that God has giv- 

en of eterhal life in his Son, and he who believeth 
not hath made him a lar. iſt Fobn, v. 9—12,, the 

evidence of which truth ſhines fo clear as to leave 
all without excuſe, who do not believe with all 
their hearts ; while every ſoul that is made willing 

divine power to receive his teſtimony, and ſet 
to his ſral that God is true, knows that this faith. 

& not of himſelf, it is the gift of God; I thus 
marked theſe laſt words as ſcripture, and in the 

margin referred to the text, Eph. ii, $. yet Mr. 

M——-n, after citing this paſſage, fays, © Is it 

& right to ſay, becauſe faith is the gift of God, 

x hs therefore it is not of man?” And after 

bringing many texts to try to prove that this is not 

true, he ſays, © Now let us confider a little of the 

** conſequence of this vain notion, that faith is not 


« of 


- aol eos OE Geer oe -toemmangns? 


4 
CT 
#4 

: 


Fovertign Grace vihdicated. 


= 
SE 


tt of man,” p. 14, 15. And fo recurs 
frightful imagination again, without being” ſep 
ble that he is not here contending with £*B; 
but with divine revelation. And I muſt com 
thar thoſe who hold to his dofrine of free-v 
would be more conſiſtent to own themſelves De 
than to aft as they now do; for Dr. 7 


oung, * 
moſt open Deiſt that I have heard of in this coun- 
try, publiſhed a piece in his own defence; wm the 
Boſton Evening- Peſt, the 27th of laſt Auguf, whe je- 
in he declares, he has as great a veneration for ITjd- 
ny glorious things in the old and new-teſtament I 
any Chriſtian in this country z but ſays, there &re 
ſome things in the ſ{criptutes that he does not'uns: 
derſtand, And what are they? Why fays He, 
* Such as how God can be faid to predeſtinate 61C 
* to everlaſting life, and leave another to ine 
© table and eternal perdition, afid yet of 4 iy | 
t« be no reſpecter of perſons.” This he thinks Jo 
be inconfiſtent, and therefore rejetts thoſe parts of. 
ſcripture that teach it : Mr. M-——2 profeſies *o 
hold all the ſcripture, and yet the IE of all kis 
dificulty with me, is exactly the ſame that the DÞ- 
iſt has againſt the bible, becauſe ir teaches thi; 
dodtrine. And the bottom of the matter with bota- 
is, becauſe they think they deſerve fomething bet-- 
ter than .to' be left to periſh in their fins: For+If 
that were not the caſe, any perſon of 'commen 
ſenſe can ealily fee the right the bouſholder had t\ 

give to ſome what they did not deſerve, while hi 

did not fail to let every one have their due z ane 
can ſee the iniquity of thoſe who murmured at oe | 

good man tor ſo doing. Yea vulgar underſtandinj 
can callly comprehend the juſtice of that ftriking 

demand, 
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demand, 1s 1t 10! lawful for me to do what 1 will with 
mine own ? Is thine eye evil becauſe I am good ? Qur 
Lord tells us that. the kingdom of heaven 1s ike 
this, Mat:. xx. 1—15. Therefore; 

IV. This ſcheme would rob God of his eſſential 
Jory. 1 had oblerved,, that the reſpect of perſons 
yhich. is. condemned in ſcripture, 15 a perverting 
of juſtice, and every, pious foul deteſts fuch_ a 
thought concerning the Deity ; yer we have early 
notice. of his reſpecting perſons in another ſenſe; 
for he had re/pz27 to Abel and to his offering, but 
unto Cain and ro his offering he had not reſpeZ; 
which made Cain very wwroth. And I obſerved that 
God's demand. on him upon that occaſion was. as 
much as if he had ſaid; * Do yot-think I am fo 
F © unjuſt, as not. to accept all that is well done ?” 
Mr. M——:z takes notice, that 1 acknowledge 
that welk-doing is. accepted, ahd yet, as if I had 
diſowned it, he goes on and brings many texts 
which. prove that ſaints will be. rewarded in the 
great day, and then ſays, © I think it 1s plain, 

that for any to hold. that God, without any juſt 

&* cauſe. arifing from. what he forefaw in ohe man 
« more than another, hath choſen or elected a 
« particular number to ſalvation, and left all the 
ha: _ to periftv1n their ſins, is unjuft and unequal.” 
This.1s the man who has ofttn cautioned 
ie readers” againſt the, {iz bt of men, and craft of 
ceivers 3 but what all we call his condudt here ? 

I: heaps up teXts, that the reader may think he 

has proved his point well, and of courle that his 

antagonift 1s very. erroneous ; but what has he 
proved? . Why he has proved that ſauuts will be 

rewarded, and who denisd it ? He knows 1 did 
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grace, contrary to the whole bible. 


juſtly beſtow a free favour upon any undeſervii g 


ourſelves, but the gift of God, implies, thar Ee 


* to eternal deſttuftion for his own neglet,” p.'14 
"1s as falſe as to ſay, becauſe the King pardons fome 
criminals, therefore the reſt are executed for|his 


their crimes, while the others are ſaved by ths 
King's mercy ; a juſt view whereof will move then 
to love and obey him all their days ; to illuftran 
which was the main deſign of ny book, yet ow 


few ſeritences, without regarding the connexion. of: 


Sovertign Grace vindicated. 


not, yet he will have it that there was ſometh 
foreſeen in them better than others, which was: 
cauſe of their being choſen and ſaved: Itisinp 
terms as much as to ſay; * Ir is ay be and uneq 
* for God togrve ſalvation to ſome ſinners, and Te 

* thereſt to periſh; unleſs he ſaw that ſome Zeſer*3e 
© ſalvation more than others; which would mike 


- 
ec 


eletion and ſalvation to be vf debt, and not: 


4 
; 
” 


. 


For this writer to hold, that becauſe God will ze- 
ward the righteons, that therefore it would be'un- 
equal for him to chooſe ſome ſinners to life, withour 
ſeeing any good in them more than others, while 
he left the reſt to periſh, is as unreaſonable avi > 
would -be to argue, that a Nobleman could' nor 


» 
F 


vbjeR, Becauſe he mult pay his workmen their dui; 
or to ſay, becauſe the King mult execute juſtice, 
that therefore he has no rigtit to ſhew mercy ! At 
to repreſent, that holding ſaving faith to be.not il 


muſt © Judge and condemn fome poor fififul mea 


negleR ! when in truth the latter are executed|for 


on v 


advocate for juſtice and equity has picked out; 
the diſcourſe, and exerted all his wit to cloath wW 
doQrine with the blaſphemous garb mentionec « 

C aboyet 
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above ! If ſuch treatment of our Creator and fel- 
low-creatures, is the natural effe& of this notion of 
* free will inſtead of free grace, what cauſe have we 
to abhor, and bear teſtimony againſt it | 
L had remarked, that Jeſus was fo far from grv- 
ing foreſeen faith and good works as the cauſe of 
_ babes receiving goſpel grace, inſtead of the wite 
- and prudent, that he reſolves it into the Father's 
pleaſure alone, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight, 
Matt. xi. 26. Mr. M-——2 cites this paſſage, p. 9. 
and. then fills up four pages with ſcriptures and 
realonings, to prove that grace 1s. proclaimed to 
all, and that thoſe who periſh will be juſtly con- 
demned, and reckons it ſtrange that I or any man 
ſhould"think, * That God did not foreſce that 
« when this grace appeared to all men, ſome 
© <© would believe and obey; or if it be concluded 
 _ * that he did, that he ſhould have no regard 
* therevinto in his choice.” But what a ſlight of 
man is here? I aſſerted the two firſt of theſe points 
as plainly as he has, and hold them as fully, yer 
by this method he infinuates the contrary. . I alſo 
hold as ſtrongly as he can, that God foreſaw thar 
a number would believe and obey; but the grand 
point between us is, how they come to do it ? He 
lays, mens living in fin and not turning to the 
Lord, is the caule of their deſtruftion, and if men 
turn. they ſhall live, p, 11. I fay the ſame with all 
my heart ;- but {till the queſtion between us is not 
anſwered, which is, how they came to turn? How 
unfair is it in difputing for the opponent to deny a 
propoſition, and then run round and prove ſeveral 
other things, which the reſpondent holds as much 
as he docs, and then boalt of gaining the argu- 
| | ment, 
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fairly confuted+ yet that ds be- full as fair! bl 


- « this ſcheme, Mr. B 


Sovereign Grace vindicated. 


.ment, without ever touching the point in deb#E? 
I had provedthar Jeſus reſolved the cauſe of babes 

receiving the goſpel, into the Father's pleaſure - 
alone : My opponent denies 1t,- and he bring 
many proofs thatche wic e:9's deſtruftion will: 
juſt, and that thoſe who turn ſhall live, withof 
the leaſt-evidence that any of Adam's race have ay 
free. wil} power- to turn themſelves, or that Gil 
had any regard to ſuch a power in chooſing ofit 
rather than another, which is the very matter 1 
diſpute. - Þ dare fay, if Mr. M=——» ſhoulda 
ſert, that none but believers are the proper ſubjefts 
of | baptiſm under-the goſpel, and-one ſhould'de- 
ny it, and:then produce -many proofs that childi&r 

were circumciſed under the law, which he knows 

as well as they, he would hardly allow thathe- was 


his treatment of- me here. 

And- what- ſhall we ſay, if to unfelrnicfs- e 
border hard upon untruths ? He fays, * To prom: 
s hath brought out-of th: 
«. whole. bible one text, which is Matt, xi. 26,7 - 
P.. 12. as if” that-one text was alt I had producet 
to prove that-grace is beſtowed-in a: way of: entiris. 
ſovereignty z when in- the very Page ' before, 7 
brought Luke iv. 15—=29. where it appears: thaj; . 
the inhabitants of Nazareth-attended "with admir b ET 
tion .to.what Jeſus preached ; concerning grace, a> 
jong as they imagined that they. had a better Ulain| 
thereto than- others ;- but when he .let them know; 
from. the inſtance. of favour -ſhewn - to "a; widoy! 
among the . Sidonians,. and -to ,a- leper among thi 
Syrians, which was not ſhown to” any in 1/ael 
at he had a good right to give ſalvation-to the 

G2 heathen: 


[8 4 


29 The Dofivine of 
heathen, 


- and leave them 'to periſh in- their fins ;j=-- 
"then thoſe who wondered at his gratiqus words be+ 
' fofe, were filled with wrath, and Tole -up and 
"TaxvsT him out. I fay I had quoted this ſcrip- 
" ture'in the foregoing ps 2, with a larger comment 
upon it. than I have given now, to proye the ab- 
ſolute ſovereignty of grace; yet Mr. M-——1 
ſkips over it without any notice, and would have 
” the reader believe that I could bring but one text 
- 20 fayour my plan ip all the bible. © 
* Sovereignty God claims ag his peculiar glory, 
- therefore in anſwer to the earneſt requeſt of Moſes 
' For a ſight of his glory, he ſays, I wil! be gracious 
#0 whom T will be gracious, and will ſhew mercy ta 
- «whom 7 will ſhew mercy, Exod. xxxiii. 19, And the 
J Apoſtle Pau! cites this paſſage, and then concludes 
F thus dpon it: $9 then it is NOT oF him that willeth 
" "NOR OF bim that runneth, but of GOD that ſhewet 
mercy, Rom." ix. 16. "But our late reaſoner ſays, 
* < Moſt certainly goTx the good will of God and 
"© the free will of may 1s the cauſe of their holineſs 
* and happineſs,” p.6. I leave it to the, reader's 
conſideration, hich of them - 1s to be credited 
- gnd proceed to ablſerve, that as this ſcheme would 
. xob God of his glory, ſo, | | 
| V. It would cheat men of their fouls, by flatter- 
ing them along 1a falſe hopes till they fink in de- 
- *ſpair. I know my opponent calls it a dark and diſ- 
*” epuraging ſcheme to hold that God hath choſen on- 
* y #particular number to {alvation, and that with- 
- out any regard to their faith and obedience, p.-12. 
- But: let the: matter be well examined : We both 
rofeſs that full proviſion is made in the goſpel for 
theories of linners, and -I believe that God 
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will make his people willing in the day of his pomer, 
to ſerve ths beauty __—_ that all y/ho 
are given by the Father to.the Son, ſhall com to 
him ; and that no man can come except the Fache 
draw bim, which drawing is by the i, P/e. une: al 
mighty influence of the "Holy Ghoſt, P al. (x; 2. 
Jobn vi. 37, 44, 45, 63- and xvi. But! 
M—— holds, that though God's bt 1. 
made proviſion for us, ye that it muſt be af" ou 
free will, of our good will, if we ever come to'Þ 

take of it, p. 6, 7. Therefore as long as | 

conceit they have or can work up ſuch a'g»0d 
will, they go on. with ſelf-righteous | hopes 7=bu 

when they find that they have not ſuch a free * 
power, and cannot work it up, they muſt fink in 
deſpair, notwithſtanding the help this ſcheme 'ran | 
afford them. He calls it a bold aſſertion for tt; to | 
ſay, faith is wrought in the ſoul by the excei an 
greatneſs of divine power; and An for this 
quote but one text, viz. Epb. 1. 19. p. 27. Wi 
is not true, for in the ſame ſentence (p. x off 
book) I quote another which calls Jeſus the | 
and fnjſher of faith, Heb. xii. 2. For tho ip ” 
1magines that the power ſpoken of in Zpb. 
is only whkt 15 exerted to aſſiſt the believer Win 
ing wonders, and not a # Power which none*! | 
«* hinder, . working faith in them who haye notibe- 
** lieved,” p. 27. and preſumes to ſay, © The in» 

** believer-is not made a believer by the mig iy _ 
** power of God working- in- him,” p,- 20. 
alas! what an awful caſe ſhould we be in; if thi 
was all the hope that the goſpel ka. Gy The'lzz 
kill tb, but he: ſpirit groeth life. The vail wile 


main upgn our hearts, till the ſpirit of the Liar 


og 


£2 "The Dottrine of 
takes-it away, and-gives us with open face to bez 
hold the divine. glory, by which we are changed 
into the ſame image, 24 Cor. iu, 6-18, And fine 
Mr. M-—-# denies that the power ſpoken of in 
Eph. 1. 19. which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, is 
the power that firſt makes a ſinner. a believer, L 
would deſire him. to-read on,'t9 the next chapter, 
where truth ſa ys, When we. were dead in,/ins God 
bath quickened us ge with Chriſt :>-By grace are 
yt ſaved, through faith; and that wor or yourſelves: X 
it. is the gift of God; not. of works, leſt” any man. 
ſhould Jooft, for-we are his workmanſhip, CREATED, 
1n Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. Ang 1f, he will 
dare to: lay, that creating. power, and: the. power 
that guickens the gead, 1s not the power that * nong 
K<* can hinder,” I ſhall not think it worth. while for 
F any man to reaſon farther with him . but hoping 
” that he will not reſiſt the light to. ſack a degree, 1 
would requeſt him to review the abſurdity of his 
notion, that.a greater power is diſplayed to aſfliſt 
the believer than to convert a ſinner; that is, that 
.a greater power 15 exerted to help Chriſt's friends, 
than to conquer his enemies !. read P/al. xlv. 1—7, 
compared with Heb. 1. 8, 9. 
_ Thus I have ſhewn, that the notion of perſons. 
being elefted becauſe of their foreſeen faith and. 
—_ and that God has made full proviſion 
For all, yet does not exert his power to bring any. 
to embrace it, but leaves that to. the creatures will, 
excludes all the abundant teſtimony that truth has 
 Eiven to man's univerſal depravity, would fruſtrate. 
| .Dthe'grace of God, and make Chriſt to die in vain. 
—_ make the will of the Creator dependent on 
- thatof the creature, and rob God of his eſſential 


glory, 
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finners, and that Chriſt died for the «ngodly, Itd 
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lory, while ? it would embolden worms to ir-11 
F: preſence, that they were better than others; 
till they fink in diſcouragement and deſpair,” by 
finding their imaginary excellency and power ft 
them, But on the other hand, that to hold for 


the free proclamation of the goſpel to the chief bo 
has given the ſpirit to convince and change "hes 
ſouls, working in them all the good pleaſure of hes 
goodneſs, and the work of faith- with” power, 
2d Theſ. i. 12. This opens a glorious door of hop 
to guilty ſinners, and gives courage to the belieys 
er to ſtrive according to his working, who workey's 
in him mightily, Col. i. 29. 1s 
Mr. M: », in order to make out that thowg "1 
faith is the gift of God, yet that it is of ma 
fays, © Our temporal food and raiment are the fr; 
« of God, are they therefore not of men ? Hath 
* not God ordained that man ſhould ger bread by 
* the ſwear of his face? Gen. tl. 19-23. Gi 
« when he fed his people 17ael with bread from; 
* heaven, and quails in the wilderneſs, x 
« N together, and dreſt, and did not eat thereof 
* without their labour; ſo then faith "being the- 
** gift of God, doth-not hinder its being the work: 
« and labour of men,” p. 14. Upon which I Our! 
—_—_— | 
That here i is no diſtinction made betwixe na-;! : 


_—_ and ſpiritual aftions, between which'there is 
as great a difference as there is between ſoul and”? 
body. We ali grant that men have a 'natural** 

power to do rational ations, but the- queſtion is; 7 
whether any have ability ro perform any ſpirituaF: 
or holy ation, before they are regenerated by the! i. 


al « 
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holy ſpirit or not ?—2. It is the divine appoints 
meant that our temporal food and raiment ſhould 
be raiſed oiit of the eatth by or 1abour; but t6 
hold ſalvation upon ſuch a Tooting, would make it 
of works and not of grate, contrary to the whole 
gpoſpeL—3; We allow chat the manna that was 
ined round the [Fathites rents, was a type of the 
avenly food which is brought near to our ſouls 
i the goſpel; and as they were to receive and eat 
of it freely; ſo the gbſpel calls tis to a feaſt where 
#ll things are now ready ; but how ridiculous would 
a meſſenger appear, that ſhould come and call che 
poor and needy to a free entertatntnent; npont 
conditioh they will firſt work bard for it ! None ex- 
, pe that perſons will enjoy the benefit of food, 
though ever fo choice and tree; if they do not re- 

" exive itz bur who ever thought that cating food 
* was working for it; or performing a condition to 
"} obtain it? Howevyet; as coming arid eating imply 
Wi local tmotion and bodily exerciſe, we are in danger 
= of having our minds fomewhat darkened by this 
| Amilitude, if we do hot corre& it by others; 

| | therefore our Lord, iti his diſcourſe to Nicoderns, 
compares believing to 17ze/'s looking to the brazea 
| ent, which was not-a local motion nor long ex- 
By | erciſe; but as quick as-fight; - neither had they any 
| thing to recommend them, for they were poiſoned 
in a deadly” manner, and thar as the fruit of their 
fin ; but they were called to look off from them- 
ſelyes .to the remedy which God had freely pro- 
vided, and as many as did fo received Hhmedlits 
healing. So do all thoſe who behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the fin of the world. The 
vety notion of faith carries us off from _ 
or 


Of true. F aith, 


for iris admitting the teſtimony of another, _ £ 


not any work of -ours; our charater has no con» . 
cern in the affair, as whether we are-poor.or rich. . 
worthy or unworthy, for it depends entirely upon. 
the evidence that we have of the credibility. of the” 


ſpeaker : And though we often ſtrive againſt, or 


try to avoid the light, becauſe our deeds are evil; 1 
yet when our ſouls are brought-to receive divine . E 


truth, it 1s no more of, gur- work. than} it is to.lee . 
and enjoy the . light when the ſun ſhines;  P/ak - 
Ixxxiv. 11: Joby itt, 1420.4 The light directs - 
vur way, and we are influenced by the objects | 
which we view, /to. avoid whiat appears odious or . 
dangerous,. ahd to purſue what we think 1s 

able with all our might. | 


him in the way of nelewd, and is moved. to watch - 
again(t all iniquity; and to crucify the fleſh, withars : 
affections and luſts: This Was the whole tenor of - 
my book; which therefore I intituled, Trae Faith | 
will produce good Works ; but this ticle My. M—# 


denies, and attempts to prove the contraty ; though. 


before he proceeds to any proof, he again brings | 
up his frightful irnagination,. if poſſible to prepoſ- , 
ſeis the reader's mind; But hoping that the reader, 
will not be 
ter before he hears it, I would defire him to rake 
notice what 1t-1s that 18 now to be proved. It is, 
that © True faith doth tomerimes fa 

ing good, works,” p. 25. True faith, which I de- 
ſcribed to be * A receiving with all the beart the 
* witneſs and teſtimony that God hath given 
£c us. 39 
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89 by faith the ſonal flies . 
to Chriſt co ſupply all-its wants; and cleaves t6 L 
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The Nature and \Power 


$-gbeyed ; the promiſe to be ſure and ſufficient, 
«therefore he leatf be ſupported, and preſents 
*'eteftial things as' mer and Teal; therefore'to be 
KOregatded withour delay,” p.-33,-95.'of my book. 
- This is the conſtant idea-that I gave of true faith ; 
_ Ferrhe firſt text that my opponent brings to prove 
that it ſometimes fails of producing! good works; 
is Fohxii. 42, 4.9: which inform us of ſome rulers 
who' believed on Jeſus; but - did not confeſs him, 
becauſe they loved the praiſe of men more than the 
praiſe of God. His ſecond 'is Joby vin, 0-32. 
where we find ſome Fews' who had a fort of belief 
on Feſis, but he ſignified to them that a continu- 
ance in his word would diſcover whether they were 
his diſciples indeed or not ;. and 'that diſcovery was 
ſoon made, for his only telling.) of them that they 
ſhould know the truth, and the truth ſhon!d make them 
free, raiſed their reſentment. Now if men can be- 
heve the goſpel with' a/7 their hearts, and yet love 
the praife of men more than the praiſe of God, if 
they "can be 7rue- believers, and yet not know tbe 
truth, nor be mage free by it, then he has proved 
his'point; if not, he has done nothing towards it. 
To introduce- his next proof he -tells us, that 
love is a labour, and we may be ſure that it is a 
work which God will not forget, Heb. vi. 10. and 
then turns us ro 1ſt Cop. xiii. 2, in order to prove 
that true faith may be without love, p. 26, Bur 
it: is pity the man had: not read on to the next verſe, 
which contains as much of a proof that giving al/ 
our goods to feed the poor may be without love, as 
the other does that a faith of miracles may be with- 
out it; and both prove that all external works or 
gifrs will not avail-us, without they are done from 
4 4 ab i right 
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right principles z but how does that prove: that-trues | 
faich will 'not- produce love | and good works? In 
the laſt verſe of that chapter the Apoſtle: ſets faith. 
before charity,” 'and'in'Ga/.. v. 6. he ſays, Faith works” | : 
by love, and I-wonder how Mr. M——-»thinks any 
can love and ſerve God here : but only by” faith, 
ſince thoſe objefs are inviſible to ſenſe. Peter. © 
ſhews, that the- way in which laints ZJove and rejoice | © 
in an «»/cen Chriſt, is by beleving, 1it Petir1; 8, and» 7 
Paul ſhews faith unfeigned,, as well as charity, tobe: |. |; 
{9 eſſential to true obedience, that all teaching that” | 
j ſeerves therefrom he calls vain: jangimng, 11t Times 
1, 5—7. and Lleave others to judge, who are now 
guilty of ſuch -1gnorant janghaog. 

To finuſh lis-proofs, our author turns us to the 
many. nominal heligvers in our land, whoſe. faith- 
does not produce-good works ; to. which he might» | '!; 
have ſeen an anſwer in. my 57th page, where I ob-+ | 3. 
ſerved, - that the Apoſtle. Zames compares. ſuch-@ FM 
faith to a dead body; but who: would rejeb all bo 2:1 
dies, becauſe there are ſome dead i ſtinking ones Þ 
We read of- the /pirit - of faith, and of living \ by: 
faith, and thoſe-pretenders to faith and grace who 
do not live ſo, 7ude calls them f/zby dreamers; but 
who will argue that our. waking views:do not go® - 
vern our conduct, - becauſe. dreams do. not commons»; 
ly bring men off from their luggiſh beds! Pai 
ſays. ro Tm bad profeſſors among, the Chriſtians, 
Awake to. righteouſneſs and ſin nat;z. for-ſomethave- 
not. the knowledge. of- God : F ſpeak this. to. yours 
ſhame ! Ic. is a ſhame to any church..to- ſuffer ſuch; 
members ,among them, 11t Cor. xv, 24- Again, bo 
to. the ſaints at Rome he ſays, It is high time-to; 

awake out of ſleep, and whenever they are:awak-:; > 
D 2 | | 


"25 The Meaning of. tht Six 
ed to the exerciſe of troe faith, it will as certainly 
produce good-works in -every ſoul, as it moved 
Abrabam- to give up his darling at the divine com- 
mand, -or Moſes to count reproaches for Chriſt, 
ater riches than alt the treaſures in Egypt, and 
enabled him) ro endure, as ſeeing'him that winviſi- 


ble. | 
_ © Befofe Mr. M——3 began his remarks upon my 
piece, he entereda caution againſt being deceived by 
the power oi tradition, p.4. but he is not the firſt man 
who has been inſnared in the very thing he cautior- 
ed others again(t. Tradition has taught him to hold 
the ſix principley in Heb. vi, 1. as a ſummary of 
Chriſtian doctrine and practice, inſtead of yiewin 
them as ſo many articles of the Jewiſh creed ; and 
this has not a little influence in leading him into 
miſtakes about faithz for though he allows that 
faith ſometimes comprehends the whole counſel of 
God, yet he ſays, © Faith ſfometimes' comprehends 
. * only. one of the” principles of the do&rine of 
« Chriſt, as in Heb. vi. 1. And after faying much 
upon it,” he declares, that'** God hath-not promiſ- 
*:ed eternal hte upon that fingle grace of faith, 
* as it is the belief of the truth; 'and- ope of the 
*: principles of the: doQrine of Chriſt,” p, 18, 19. 
as if faith was but" the fixth part of religion ; 
which 1s ſo far fram- truth, that the” facred writer 
on, in the cleventh chapter of this ſame epi- 
ftle, to ſhew-thatall the good which was ever done 
by ancient ſaints, was done by faith, One of thoſe 
principles, viz. laying on of hands, has cauſed a 
great_deal of controverſy, both formerly and lat- 
terly'; and we are informed by one who was no ene- 
my*to the praftice, that it came- among the oo 
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tiſts from the «© habliſhed church, who- Ru; | 
* der the name of confirmation *,” I do not men 
tion this, as though-I rh their holding it as a» 7 
tradition, or the Romaniſts ing it as One of the * 
ſeven ſacraments, was a ſufficient evidence againſt * | 
the pradtice, .but only to- put each one upan ex i! | 
amination, whether they ſtand upon any Tx bet» |. | 
rer than tradition or not; neicher ſhall 1 fy 
here with that controverſy, farther. than 1t4 gi /* 
this text, for many chings may- be contained £l[e+ - 
where, which are . not- in, ſuch a particular-t 3 © 
though fince ſuch great miſtakes conce ith _ 
and falvation are drawn. from-this, Þthink it is. : 
loud call to examine, whether we have not miſtaken*. k 
its rue meaning, The general rule | given us tq” 2N 
go by, is to-compare firus things with ſpiricuak.* 
Now an evident delign of the. epiitle-to: the Hhe-s 
brews, was tQ explain to them the types of the-ce&- 
remonial law, and ſhew their perfect fulfilment pF iy 
Jeſus Chrilt;, bug the ſacred writer complains” in ”. 
the fifth chapter, that they were dull of- hearing 
and were like bades that had need of one to 
them again, which were the fr/t principles of the” 
oracles of God; and having obſerved that thoſe | 
who are of full age, have their ſenſes exerciſed ro | | 
fiſcern barh. wt and eyil, he begins the fixth; 
chapter with — 96 them to leave the POAmens wo | 
the doctrine of Chriſt, and go on to perfefion. * * 
Dr. Gil on the place ſays, the word tranſlated firff 
principles, Is the iame word. that in Gal. iv.-3,9-; 4 
3s rendered elements, by which it is very —_— 
he the ceremonies of the law are intended; po ; | 
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both"there and. here, "Chriſtians are reproved for 
their chi/difþ fondneſs forthem. 

- Letters -are- the elements, or firſt principles of 
warning; -which we teach children 5 but we e | 
them afterwards to /eave their ſpelling, and go;on 
to a more perſei7 manner 'of 'reading : . $9. the firlt 
principles of the doctrine of Chritt were taught by 


. the letters of that law, "which are att now clearly to 


be read in' him- who is-the glorious worp. Under 
the law they were to {| ok: the do@rine. of re- 
y 5A dead works, by ſlain beaſts, and con- 


_ feſing/their ſins over them ; of faith towards God, 


as the God of 7ael,vin+ covenant” with them z of 
cleanſing from pollution, by the divers 6ape/ms or 
bathings,” which were commanded ; of - the laying 
our fins upon Jeſus, by the /2ying- on of hands on 


y the facrifice, which was enjoined - not leſs than'a 
F dozen times in Zeveticus ; the reſurre#ion from the 


dead was ſhadowed out by the two goats for a ſin+ 

, one of which was to die, and 'the other 
be let go: alive ; ſome intimations alſo were then 
given of eternal judgment, -but fince the new-teſta- 
ment has taught us repemance, by looking on him 
whom we have pierced,” to believe:on the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt for ſalvation, who faves by the -vaſving 
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
has taught vs that our ſins were laid on'/Chriſt, who 


| bore them in his own body on the tree, died for 


our offences, and' r9ſe again for our juſtification, 
and will come again to judge the world m righteouſ- 
neſs. Since theſe things are clearly opened in the 
golpel, ſhall we ſtill be fond of the elements of the 


Jaw? No, let us leave them, and go on 10. per- 
{efinn; z. with which compare chap. ix, 9-12. 


which 


"Principles in Heb."vi. t. 
which ſhew that the {ervice of the tabernacle 


figure for the time then preſent, 'in which were of5 
fered both gifts and ſacrificesy that could not make 
him that did-the ſervice perfe#, as pertaining |t@ _ 
the conſcience; which ſtood only - in meats Aatſe; 
drinks, and divers 2wa/aings, and carnabordinances, 
impoſed on-them until-the time of Janes. þ 
but Chriſt being come an high prieſt of good i 
to come, by a greater and more pe _—_ bar | 
cle, &c.. the words perfet# and perfetion appeiag 
conſtantly to be uſed in this epiſtle,- to diſt 
the /ub/tantial bleſſings of the goſpel from the ſbgs 
doros of the law, as in chap. vit-11, 19.) and x. by 
14. I find alfo, that the word in chap. ix/16%- 
which is -rendered waſhings, 1s baptiſms*,-in the ; 
plural number, -as it is here in the ſixth clapary 
but the ſingular, $apti/m, is uſed about twen 
times for an- ordinance of the goſpel, and-: never, 
once in the plural, as I can find; in all the news? 
' teſtament z which is a further evidence, - that theſe* 
os principles are not. a ſummary of the goſpel, ww 
the ceremonies of the law : -And if 1t is-not 
how can we account: for- it, that repetitance = 
faith ſhould be. named, and not -hope and love'?;. 
Or that baptiſm ſhould be expreſſed; and not 
word of the: Lord's ſupper, which: is equally: an 
ordinance of the-goſpel ? 

If then repentance and faith are-held in-the wy” 
guage of Moſes, rather than Paul, no wonder if the 3 
vail remains upon ſuch hearts, ſo that they cannot' z* 
with open face behold the glories of divine grace - 


my 


* See Dr, Gill, and other expoſitors on the place. Mr A 4 
Purver, in his late tranſlation of the bible, tranſlates the word. . ' 
Gopti/mi here as be does in the fixth chapier. "$8. 4 


FI 


5& The Folly and Danger of 
in Jeſus Chriſt ; and is not this the cauſe of our atis 
thor's ſaying, << Shall we live by faith without 
* works, or ſhall we build our hope upon faith 
* 2nd obedience, and-not on faith only?” p. 20. 
Anſwer, he that builds his hope either upon faith 
or "obedience; or upon both together, conſidered 
as our as, builds upon -the fand ; for other foun- 
dation can tv man lay than that is laid, whith tis 
Chrift Feſus ; and if we are enabled to build upon 
him, {till the whole weight of all char is buile muſt 
reſt upon that eternal rock. Mr: M+>-—z 'pro- 
ceeds to'cite a large number of ſcriptures; which 
prove that all men will finally partake of the fruit 
of their doings; and then ſays, ©* I have been the 
* more. particular upon this great duty of good 
k ** works, becauſe there are many in theſe latter 
#* days, that feem to have little or no dependence 
* upon good works it order to ſalvation. Ir is 
« true, they will allow that good works are neceſ- 
* ſary. to adorn a diſciple, but not to make a dif- 
& ciple of Chriſt, though our Lord faith; fo ſhall 
« ye be my diſciples, that is in bearing much fruit,” 
Þ 27; This is too plain to require much anſwer, 
hough if the old gentleman ſhould live till next 
fall, I ſhould be glad if he would go into a good 
orchard, and examine carefully among all the trees, 
athorned with good fruit, whether he can find any 
fruit that made the tree good which it grows upon, 
or whether the tree docs not evidence by this fol 
that it was a good tree before? And alſo to con- 
Gder. well, whether the way to promote its future 
Fuitfulneſs would be ito turn up its roots, that it 
might now ſtand upon its lovely fruit! If he will then 
be pleaſed to read the following rexts, I ſuppoſe 


- 


, 


Depending. on. our own Warks. 


he. will have- a ſufficient anſwer: Matt. 7 2 
Rom. Xi. 19; 

However, ſince he holds that good works mobi 
diſciples, ang repreſents that we hold otherwile, bets! 4 
caule we would obtain eternal hte4n a_ way ** Eat; [ 
** fier than-to cut off the'right hand, or pluck. out, 
« the right eye, or to deny ſelf, and take-up oufs:: 
> crols, "and follow Chrilt.in the ſkrait and narrow! 
© way,” p..21: I ſhall bring things a little nearen; fl 
home ; for if 1 am not much mittaken; this very, s 
man holds the external acts of baptiſm, and laying: be 


on of handas which are done. but once in a. perion's ; 


life, to be fo effential to. make. diſciples, that he. 
will have no fort of religious tellowthip with any*: £ 
without them; while thoſe who-have them are freelys? 
received to his communion, though- they. have. ny ' 
viſible worſhip daily in their families, + nor weekly, 

regard to the Lord” ; day, only in time of, worſhip.z' 

notwithſtanding the ſame ſacred. writer who calls) 
us -to leave. Jewnſo principles CONCErmIng Chriſt, | 
telis us that there remainet» a reſt. (or ſabbath, as? 
the margin has it) to. the people of God, chap. iv. q 
9. Now oblerve, 1. his namyng the ſeventh Jays! 
and then ſpeaking of ancther day, which remainith,, 
and giving 'a like. realon to mtorce-/the latter,. as; 
was given to inforce tlie former,. plainly amplies25 
that a particular day of the week 1s referred to in, 
both ; for.in verſe.4 he recites the reaſon by which!i;: 
the ſeventh day was inforced, and then to inforee;.; 
this reſt that. remaineth, ſays 1n ver. 10. Fer HE .;' 
that is entered ito bis reſt, HE 
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alſa bath ceaſed fron | 7+ 
bis 6w7n works, as Gop did from his, Ana as It 18.;47? 
certain that the Son refted trom tlie work of re: 
Jemption on the jirff day, as'the Father did from. '7 

wv elite 7 


34 The Duty of. keeping the Lord's Day to himi. 


the work of creation on the ſeventh, who will dare 
to ſay that He, He alſo, that refted as Gop did, can 
rhean any other than the Son, whom all men are 
required to honour, even AS they honour the Father ? 
Fobn v. 23. | 
+2. Ir is readily granted, that the Apoftle's aim 
is to engage ſouls to hear and believe the goſpel, 
whereby they enter into ſpiritual ret. here, and 
eternal ref hereafter, which as much exceeds the 
reſt which Feſus, 1. e. Foſhna, gave Iſrael in Canaan; 
as heaven exceeds earth; the goſpel which firſt 
gives veſt to heavy laden ſouls, tn order that they 
might take Chriſt's yoke, and work for him* ; while 
the law enjoined fx days work before their reft on 
the ſeventh, and the long fatigues of the wilderneſs, 
before their re/# in Canaan : But how can the got- 
pel be heard without a. preacher, and without a 
$ ime to meet for that purpoſe ? Hence after our 
F apoſtle had ſhewn, that the worſhip inſtituted by 
Chriſt was as much ſuperior to that appointed by 
Meſes, as the Son 18 fuperiorto a ſervant, and that 
Chrifts houſe 1s his church, he immediately began 
-his comment upon David's words, which reach 
down to the place we are now upon ; the tenor of 
all which is, to ſhew the importance of hearing and 
regarding” the voice of Chriſt in his goſpel, and 
-which 1s preached in his church, in this language, 
To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. And though this ſhould be the preacher's 
_ e in ſeaſon and out of feaſonf, yet that is 
Jo far from difproving the appointment of a ſtated 
ſeaſon tor worſhip under the goſpel, that it trongly 
| | implies 


* Matt, xi, 28. $ Rim. x. 14. || 24 Tim, iv. 2: 
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The Duty of keeping the Lord's Day to him. "$$ 


implies ſuch an appointment, For as our 4 
| began this ſubje&, with obſerving the ſuperiorny 
of the worſhip appointed in the Chriſtian church! 
to that of the Jews; ſo he calls'us in v. 14 to-btfs 
faſt our profeſſion ; not only our faith, but alſo'o 
profeſſion of it ; which call is renewed in chap, 
23—25, with a further explanation of how it 15.6 
be done, namely, by conſidering one another, 'i# 
provoke unto love and goed works ; not forſaking "the 
aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the mayner of ſainy' 
is; but exhorting one another, &c. Neither menk 
ings, days, nor ordinances, can be obſerved-ar 
without faith; and if we are true believers, we ane 
come to the General Aſſembly, and church of the finſb? 
born, which are wrilten in heaven, chap. Xit. 22, 43; 
And in the ſame chapter we are commanded |te: 
make ſtrait paths for our feet ; but what erook' | 
work do men make, if they take internals to'&x- 
clude cxternals, or externals to exclude internals 
or put one for the other, to ſuit their own tarts, 
And may we not as juſtly ſay, becauſe we are 
come by faith. to the —_ affembly. of the chureh. ' 
that therefore we have no warrant for- externa 
church aſſemblies, as to argue, becauſe we w 
have believed do enter into. ref, that therefore Wn 
particular day now remaineth for Chriſtians to” # 
in from all worldly affairs, notwithſtanding 
text exprelly {peaks of another day which 7 
to the people of God, diſtin from the ſeventh, in 
forced with a like reaſon as that was? * 
Again, though ſome. make much uſe of Paget; 
caution againlt letting any man judge us in reſpert 
of an, Loly-day, new-moon, ſabbath-days, or ons: 
nances ; yet how plain 1 9 ir, that he is there ſpeak 
: | 


g6 The Duty of ketping the Lord's Day to him. 


ing of the band-writing of POes which Chrifk 
fook 'viit of the toay, neiling it to his croſs, and 1 
could not be retamed in Chriſtian worſhip, only 
by the traditions and commandments of men ? Cel. 
$1422. But how crooked is it, to take what 
was ſpoken againſt Fewrſh ceremonies, to exclude 
ofpel ordinances, or the oblſervyarion of the Lord's 
Gay? "Tn the fame chapter the apoſtle ſays, Though 
be abſent m the fleſh, yet am F with you in the ſpi+ 
rit, joying end beboldinig your order, and another. 
apoltle"fays, Ye need not that any man teach you, but 
as the fame anointing” teacheth you of all things ; 
what warrant then have men or women to meet 
externally, to. teach others, or hear others teach 
them? Let this be fairly anſwered, and we do 
not fear having as good an-anſwer in the caſe be, 
re Us, 
Jewiſh ordinances were types of things to come, 
put Chriſtian ordinances are memorials of what 1s 
already done, and to ftir us up to a right behayiour 
towards God, and tawards each other ; therefore 
ſet us never take what was written againſt the cere- 
monies of the law, to exclude any appointment of 
the goſpel: And fince the Son of God refted from 
the work of purchaſing our redemption, on the 
firſt day of the week, and we haye the example of 
his diſciples meeting on that day, for worſhip, and 
ro break bread, Fohn XX. 19, 26. As xx, 7. Since 
the ſaints liberality, which-1s an odour of a ſweet 
ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, weli-plea/ing to God, was 
commanded to be offered on that day, Phil: iv. 18. 
' uit Cor, xvi. 2. and as a table and ſupper, ſet apart 
from a common to a facred ufe, 'is called the 


Larg's table, and the L wy" s ſupper, fo we have a 
Cay | 
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The Duty of Family Werſtip. 


fday called the Lord's day, Rev. 1. 0, cat we 
be us all regard the day to him. [on 
Again our apoſtle ſays, Fe have an altar (by 
which he evidently means Chrilt} by hin thereſorg- 
tet us offer the Jacrifice of praiſe ts God CONTINUAL: 
LY, that- is, the fruit of our iis, giving thanks to. 
his name, Heb. ili, 10, 15. and as this was writtew 
to the Hebrews, who can doubt of his having res i 
terence here to their morning and evening BEN 
which they were commanded to offer upon the als; 
car, day by day continualty—a continual burnt ny 
ing thoughour their generations, Exod, XXxrx. 38, 
42. which 1s afterward called the continual burny” 
offering, not leſs than ten times in two chapters? 
And rake notice, this ſpiritual facnfice 18 required: 
to be offered continually with our Hips; and whati 
can that mean leſs than vocal addreſſes to the throne. = 
of grace, as often as their morning and evening: 
rin were ? eſpecially when we remember that 
ar Lord has taught his diſciples to pray after; 
this manner, Our Father, —give us this day our?* 
daily bread; not this week, this month, or this; > 4 
year, but this day ; how plainly does it imply our © 7 
duty ro come, not only perſonally in ſecret, but ; 5 
alſo unitedly 1n our families, to ewr Father, every* pf | 
Gay ? We are allo commanded to pray akvays with | i 3 
all prayer, Eph. vi. 18. and furely, all prayer 1n- 
cludes'tamily prayer as well as other. 1 RE 
Having given a little ſketch of the ſcripture au- + | 
thority for theſe duties, I can freely leave it with | - 
every conſcience to judge, whether 1t looks more Is 
like denying ſelf, and taking up'our croſs daily, 2 1 
rite 
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* Levit. xxviii. and xxix. See more of this in my en if 
on Family Prayer. | 


33 The Charge 'of not taking uf 


riſe from our beds in the morning, and return to 
them” again at night; to go to, and return from, 
our food, with no more viſible acknowledgment 
. of our great preſerver and benefactor than the- 0x 
that eateth. graſs; than it does to realize how de- 
pendent we are upon him continually, ſo as to have - 
qur prayer gaily come up before him as incenſe, 
and the lifting up of our hands as the evening ſa- 
critice, and whenever we eat, to give. God thanks, 
Rom. xiv. 6. And whether it looks more like 
lucking out a. right eye, .or-cutting off a right 
d, to make God's houſe ſo much a houſe of 
merchandize; as to carry our worldly ſchemes even, 
into the intermiſſion of worſhip on the Lord's day, 
and not wait till the day is over, before we begin 
to ſell corn, and {et forth wheat, than it does to 
regard the whole day as holy to the Lord, and bonour- 
ble, and banour bim, not doing our own ways, nor 
Sineing cur own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking our wn 
words. And though many are hypocritical while 
they pretend to theſe duties, yet may ut not well 
acer ſurprizing, to ſee any profeſſed Chriſtians 
make that an excuſe for. their own negle&, which 
is the ſame excuſe that infidels make tor their ne- 
gleft of all religion 1. as if others wrongs would 

excule us from doing right ! 
_ How far tradition may have inſnared and blind- 
ed good men, with reſpect to theſe things, I do 
not pretend to ſay : I have experienced enough in 
+ other traditions, to teach me the importance of 
treating all men with candour and charity, and yet 
to abhor the lukewarmneſs which many would cover 
under thoſe lovely narnes, whereby religion is 
treated as if it was only a piece of ſtate policy, 
at 


The Croſs turned back; 


that might be turned into any ſhape, 'as 
or intereſt ſuited. Charity 1s love to God and many 
which moves the ſoul to reverence our Creatory 
and to regard out fellow-creatures in their feve; 
ſtations and relations ; and all diſpoſitions and act... 
tions contrary thereto are' fin; let men” call thent 
what they will. © Charity rejoiceth not. in iniquity, buy 
rejoiceth in the truth, and therefore moves thoſe wha--” 
are under its influence to exert themſelves in theie- 
ſeveral ſtations, to promote the cauſe of truth 'irt- - 
the world. And ſince the cuſtom of caſting off: - 
fear, and reſtraining prayer before God, greatly | 
prevails in our nation and land, and alfo "of pro-: : 
phaning the Lord's day with carrial ſchemes, eaſe, * 
or diverſions ; and many ſtrengthen themſelves*-* ? 
therein, by the looſe principles and” condu&t of | 
ſome teachers and profeffors, ſurely it is high time: 
for us all to awake, and bear a more bold reſtimo-* | 
ny againſt ſach ways than has yet been done. ' i 
What ! ſhall we, under a pretence of owning every +: 
day to be the Lord's, rob him of a great part, or 
ohe whole, of. the one day that is conſecrated for + 
his worſhip! What! under a pretence of ſpiritual * 
worſhip, ſhalt we indulge our carngl caſe and m- + 
clinations, tif} fome awakening providence, or © 
powerful influence, pulls us from our uggith 179 
veds ! Shall a pretence of heart-worſhip any more & | 
be brought to excule the negle& of confeſſing with 
our mouths, and daily oftering to God the "Fuivof 
our lips, giving thanks to his name! The EN 4 
Fames's language to the pretenders to faith and in- 
viſible religion in his day was, Shew me thy faith. ©; 
without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by 
my works, So now, ſhew to thy family, if” _ os 
can i 
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40 \ The Importance of Reformation: 


caſt, that thou doſt believe all good things cone 
from” God, while they rarely, it ever, hear thee 
worſhip him, or give him thanks therefor ! Shew 
to any man, it you' can, that you believe every 
Cay .to be the Lord's, while you don't keep one 
day to him, without filling a great part of it with 
gear own ways, and your own pleaſures ! 

The great point which brought ruin upon the 
Fews, was their refuſing to render to God the fruits 
of his vineyard in their ſeaſons ; but inſtead of it, 
abuſing his ſervants, and then killing his Son, with 
this aum,—T be inheritance ſhall be ours, Matt. xxi: 
33—41t. Mark Xu. 1—9. . And alas | how much 
of the ſame diſpoſition 1s working at this day, to 
try to get time, and all its advantages, to be owrs ! 
Surely their deſolate land, which enyoys her ſabbaths, 
Levit. xxvi. 34, 43. calls like thunder -to us, to 
deware of ſuch ways, leſt, as we have | greater 
light, we bring on- ourſelves, and our land, a 
ereater vengeance than they did. Indeed *tis com- 
mon for perſons now to exclaim againſt the old 
Phariſees, for their hypocriſy, /el5fbneſs and cruel- 
ty (juſt as they did againſt others, Matt. xxiil 
29—21) while they diſcover ſad tokens of their 
going in the ſame way, by fecking lite, not by faith, 
but as it were by the deeds of the Izw; which deeds 
yer are only ſome leſſer matters, while juſtice, mer- * 
cy and faithfulneſs, are neglected. 

How far our author, or any of his admirers, are 

, guilty in any of theſe reſpefts, I don't pretend to 
determine, but leave that to God and their own 

conſciences ; and am far from thinking myſelf bet- 
ter by nature that they: Yet who | can hear men 
tell of © building their hope upon their faith and 
| ” 6c obec- 


The Importance of Reformation: 
i obedience ;” of © Dependence upon good works int 


* order to ſalvation,” and that our good works. 
adorn, but alſo + Make difſci x mas of 


nger 


not only 
&© Chriſt,” and not warn them of their 
This is ſo far from the good old way to Wet 


that Job, who was a Serfel and upright walk-" 


er, yet upon a near view of the divine Being, cri- 
ed out, Behold I am vile ! and again, I abbor my- 


ſelf ! ſo far was he from truſting to himſelf or his - 


doings, Job i. 1. xl. 4. and xlii. 6: The man after 


God's own heart was ſo far from building his 
hope upon his faith, or his works, that he ſays; |. 


Thou art my hope, O Lord ; thou art my truſt front 
my youth , and when he was old and grey-beaded, his 
language was, 1 will go in the firength of the Lord 
God; 1 will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, ever 

of thine onLY, Pſal. Ixxi. 5, 16. A near view of 


a boly God, cauſed that eminent ſaint; the prophet 


Iſaiah, to cry out, Wo is the, for I am undone, be- 
cauſe I am a man of unclean lips ! and nothing could 
reheve him but a living application from God's 
altar, by which his iniquity was taken away, and his 


fin purged; which moved him to ready obedience; ' 


ſaying, Here am 1, ſend me, He would not goof 
his own head, but was ready to obey the divine. 
call, 17a. vi. 5-8; So now, we muſt all kaye our 


conſcience purged from dead works, by Chriſt's blaodg 
The: 


in order to ſerve the living God, Heb. t*. 14- 
charater of goſpel believers is, they worſhip God 
in the ſpirit, rejoice in Chriſt. Jeſus, and have No 
confidence in the fleſh ; that is, in their own doings: 
And they ares warned to beware of all that teach 
otherwiſe, as creatures that'are both odious and 
dangerous, Phil, mn. 2, 3. RS 
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Fherein is 'opened the Conſiſtency and Duty of hold- 


ing forth Divine Sovereignty, and Man's Impotency, - 
while yet wwe addreſs their Conſciences with the 


Warnings of Truth, and Calls of the Gaſpet, 


F TER I had written the principal part of 
, that diſcourſe upon faith, which I have now 
Men vindicating, Mr. Sandeman'”s letters were put 
Into my hands, with a requeſt that I would care- 
fully examine them, and remark on what I dif- 


covered to he arqiſs; in doing of which, ſome 


things appeared to me to be of 1o a hb: a na- 


ture, that I thought it a duty to expo e them pub- 


licly ; and accordingly inſerted a few remarks 1t 


my introduQ@ion, referring to the body of the dif.) 


courſe for a poſitive opening of my views of the 
right way. But a number of people, not obſerv< 
ing that in a note, page 25, I had” thus reterred 
__ forward, and ſuppoſing that the grand de- 

gn of my writing was againſt him, have accuſed 
me of the ſame crime I charge upon him; viz. of 
only picking our, what was wrong in writers, and- 
paſſing over, what was right. Whereas my firſt and 
main deſign, had no concern with him, and as he 


owns. that he has adopted the good ſentiments of 


others, * Without quoting them, or mentioning 
* their names,” how could I do juſtice in reciting 


F2' them 
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them-as his, when I knew not whoſe they were ? 
Therefore I cited one excellent paſſage, and then 
endeavoured to point out ſome of the moſt dan- 
rous ſnares that I'diſcovered in his writings, re- 
ad erring to the following diſcourſe to explain my 
views of the truth. - Nevertheleſs I freely acknow- 
ledge, that m my love ot brevity left ſome things in 
too much obſcurity; eſpecially upon the diſtinction 
between doctrinal Ls ys experimental knowledge. 
My idea of the eliference is is, that a perſon may 
truly be lain by the law, and made alive by the 
goſpel, and yet not_know, .perhaps .not have a 
thought, that what he has experienced 1s the 
change called converſion; but dofrinal teaching 
" may be a means of opening clearly to him, that 
it. 1s the very change deſcribed i in ſcripture by thas 
\ name, Chriſt's diſciples had experienced the way 
of acceſs to the Father, yet they denied that they 
_ bnew it, when he mentioned it under that name, 
Joby xy. 4, 5- On the other hand, men may 
learn to talk, arthodoxly or critically concerning 
theſe things, while they do not truly know them. 
\ This 1s the diftinzon I meant, and the occaſion of 
mentigning 1t was, his repreſenting that a man 
could not have * Known and preached, truſted, 
** and laved the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for many years,” 
if now his mind was religved and his views more 
_ cleared by his writings; and I ſtill think that re- 
preſentation to be falſe: But T uſed one expreſſion 
=] I now utterly retraft, viz. right notions in the 
without knowing the truth in the * heart ; 
for I believe right ideas will always preduce right 
effects upon our hearts and lives, and that all mens 
-Þotions about truth, which do not produce ſuch 
eltects, 


Correfted and explained, *” i} 
effefts, are not right notions; but a holding the : © 
truth in unrighteouſneſs, and changing truth into @ * | 
lie; and thole who receive not the love of the {© 
truth will be damned, becauſe they believe not the 
truth ; but believe @ lie, Rom. 1. 18, 25. 2d Theſ, it. 
10—12. and one well obſerves, that perhaps the 
lie they believed was, © That it they did penance, 
* and performed a number of good: duties, they 
+ ſhould by that means procure an intereſt in the 
* juſtifying righteouſnels of Chriſt.” And how 
much has this ſtrong deluſion ſpread through the 
world ! Indeed the modes of doing are very differ- 
ent, ſome placing it more in external forms, oth 
in internal exerciſes ; and though they ſeem to dif+ 
fer greatly, yet how many agree in' doing for bfe, 
inſtead of receiving all by faith, that they may & 

unto God | Probably ſome will ſay, theſe are Mr. 
$ #'s ſentiments : I know he ſuggeſts many _ 
fuch things 1n his writings, and I would never op 

poſe truth there any more than elſewhere; but 
have ſcen as good wheat laid to bait a net, as that 
which is laid up in the garner ; and an apprehen- 
ſion of a ſnare for ſouls, baited with choice truths 

and keen turns of wit, was the only occaſion of 
my writing againſt him, which ſnare appears in 

ſuch terms as theſe, *+ Aſſurance of hope 1s enjoy-- 
* ed only by thoſe who give all diligence nu 

* tain it, in the ſelf-denied works of obedience ;? 
and he ſays, * Ne man can be charged with the 
* ſin of diſbelieying the goſpel, for doubting if he 
* be a pood Chriſtan ; his chief hazard hes: oh 
+ the other ſide;” yet in anſwer to his friend's re- 7} 
queſt of a clearer explanation of this point, he = 
ſays, © We muſt not conſider the. perſon advanc- 2 
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4 I Remarks on. Mr. S——n 


4 ing to the aſſurance of hope, as engaged in 4 
«certain round of duties, ſo as his comfort ſhould 
« ariſe from a conſciouſneſs of his pertormyng, or 
« deſigning to perform, them from right motives, 
« let them be called motives ariling from the faith, 
< or by any other name; Thus the Chriſtian pro» | 
<«< feſſion would become a Phariſaical ſcheme *."* 
This is fo far from truth, that 1t we could ſpeak 
with the tongues of .men and angels, if we could 
underitand all myzeries and all knowledge, and 
perform the /e/f-deni:d'works.of giving all our goods 
to. feed the poor, and our bodies to the flames, 
yet unleſs theſe were pertormed from a good: prine 
ciple, and right motives, we ſhould {til} be nothing, 
and all our doings profil us nothing, 11t Cor. xin, 
i—3. And though he afferts, that 4 A perſon 
« by-being brought ro the knowledge of the 
© truth, is not thereby led to think himſelf pol- 
W'< feſſed of ſome good principle, by which he ſtandy 
F- more nearly related to God than he was, or than 
< other men; his comfort does not lie in think- 
« ng on any thing about himſelf, or any change he 
- «© has undergone; but he 1s comforted in think- 
«* ing on. what is witzout: him, on what 1s ab/en# 
*& from him, even on what is in heaven |.” Yet 
Paub ſaews that the good principle. of charity out of a 
Pure heart, good conſcience, and faith unfeigned, is. 
ſo eſſential to obedience, that he who ſwerves there- 
from, underſtands neither. cwhat be ſays, nor. where- 
of be affirms; and. that the ſaint is comforted in 
+ his near 7elation. to. Ged, by having the ſpirit of 
= edoption ſent into his heart; and alſo by beholding 
+ the 


” -#S Fpitclary Correſpondence, Glaſgow edition, page 86, 
'} Thie. page 82, 83. 


Eorrefed and exþlainet * © = 


the divine glories, whereby he is changed into the © 
ſame image; and he calls profeffors to+ examine 2M | 
themſelves, for they ought to knoto thar Chrilt is. * 7; 
18 them, except they are reprobates, lt Tim, 1.5 1 
Rom. viii. 15. 2d Cor. iii. 18,” and Xu. 5. This is - 
ſo far from a Phariſaical ſcheme, that the very na- | 
ture of the Phariſees ſcheme was, to make'a great : | 
pretence of felt-denial and outward obedience |: 
without any regard to an incoard change,- or atting $1 
from rizbt motives. 311 
And though the plan now befars us talks muck * | 
of the croſs and ſelt-denial, yet it is ſo much more '-7 
fieſh-pleaſing than the carnal ordinances of the law, ©; 
that the law appointed bur three ſeaſts-in a year for = 
all the church to meet at ;- but this plan appoints *#}; 
fifty-two, and * Cannot allow any member to be +7? 
« abſent from the feaſt, either through indiffer- :; 
«* ence, or meer 1inconvenience:” And 1t tacitly # 
brands all with the name of Phariſees, who are Y 
againſt encouraging all diverſions public or private, 
which are not 'connected with circumſtances really 
finful : Which by the way would brand Solomon 
with that odious epithet, who after a thorough ex- 
perience of ſuch diverſions ſays, It 1s better to go to 
the houſe of mourning thah tothe houſe of feaſt- 2 
ing; for the heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of 12 
mourning ; bue the heart of fools is in the*® houſe x 
of mirth: And 1t. would condemn Paul, who was 
in faſting often, and ſays, Let your moderation be | 
known to all men; and let us, who are of the day, *. | 
be ſober, Eccl. vii. 2—4. 2d Cor. x1. 27. Phil. w. 5. | 
iſt Theſ. v. 8. Again Mr. $ » repreſents, 
that our writers in general upon the hops of the ? 


ipirit's work in conviction and converſion, are 3 
« Much 7 


® 


« Much more hurtful to mankind, than writers 
« of romances;” and that*the pulpit at preſent 
does more hurt than the ſtage; and ſpends eighteen 
ov, wo Spoird to repreſent, that the © Deity makes: 
« little account of our thoughts through all the 
« buſy ſcenes of life 5” but will likely receive 
« Condemned felons, at the endi of it, into his 
© kingdom *.” Theſe are the dangerous ſnares 


laid for fouls, that occaſioned my writing againſt 


him, and not from any delight in controverſy with; 
him or others ; nor from any apprehenſion that his 
form of a church could greatly prevail, which 
caſts out every member that does not ' concur 
with the church in every circumſtance z- for as an 
excellent author obſerves, ©* It is hardly conceiv- 
« able, that a great number of men ſhould exaZly 


k © agree upon a great number of different points, 


« without any variation, unleſs they contrive to 
« agree together for the fake of carrying on ſome 
a cular ſcheme jg.” 

How far his ſcheme has had an influence on ma- 
ny to negle& all church-fellowſhip, becauſe they 
cannot find a perie& church in this wilderneſs 
and how far it has emboldened ſinners to treat all 
awakening preaching and writings with ſcorn and 
negle, rather following ſtage-plays, romances, or 
other devices of their own hearts, with hopes ſtill 
of being received into the kingdom of heaven at 


Haſt; and if conſcience galls thern, to try to eaſe it 


with ſome critical ſpeculations, -or outward forms, 
| X | ſtifling 


.* Letters on Theron, 6c. vol. II. page 40, Sc. allo page 
G5, 103- : 

; 4 Thoughts on Education, by the. author of Britain's Re- 
4 , page 16. 


Correfted and explained. 


ſtifling convictions of their hy acriſy, with the# 
conceic that doubting is a good fign, and that r6 bef/ 
concerned to know whether we have experienced 4 
* faving change, 0 as to. at from good principles, "is | 4 
x ores! __ how far liis ſcheme has influ- #| 


its and libertines herly charge choſk with AY I 

Rency, who hold forth the doctrine of man's im- 77 
potency and divine ſovereignty, and yet earneſtly 2: 
addreſs their confciences with the warnings of), ; 
truth, . and calls of the goſpel; and as falſe imagi=; | q 
nations concerning this matter are the' ſtrongeſt holZ'*'} 


45 or. 
>, i 


that Satan has left, to keep his goods in peace, 1 ſhall £'5 
a little further offer iy mite towards pulling eg 1.4 
down: In order to which, it is needful to take a 5 
brief ſurvey of the nature both of the law and golpel. 
As to the law, our Lord has given us a fg "v 
of it, 1n as clear terms as can be uſed: © T __ 92 
*« ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
* and with all thy foul; arid with all thy trengrhs,. "4 py 
« and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as 
<« thyſelf.—This do- and thou ſhalt live,” Luke; > 
x. 27, 28, Love is the temper of happineſs, and | 
without it there can be none, and the nobler its ob=## © 
zect the greater the happineſs, and the eafier to # 
obey the precept ; how holy, juſt, and good, then 4 F- 
| 15 this law, which requires our higheſt love to the q 
ſupreme fountain of being and excellency, and ;.| | 
our ſubordinate love to all other beings, accord- 5/{! ? 
ing to their relation and connexion to him and to | #1] 
us? This law then conſticuted an union of heart | YN 
between the whole ſyſtem of rational beings, which | Fl | 
influenced to all right behayiour toward each | 
© other, | 
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other, according to their ſeveral ſtations and rela- 
tons; and the Fit of ſuch behaviour is, This do 
and thou ſhalt live. Hence learn, 

\ I. That the nature of this Jaw is immutable and 
perperual, and it is as vain for any one ſoul to think 
of ever being exempted for one moment from ob- 
ligation to love God with*all the heart, and our 
neighbour as ourſelves, as to think of dethroning 
him, or -annihilating our own ſouls ; for as long 
as we remain his creatures, *tis impoſſible but that 
we mult remain under obligation to love and obey 
him. 

II. Here we may learn the true nature of fin ; it 
is the tranſereſſion of this law ; it is a revolt from 
the Creator, and ſetting up the creature in his 
ſtead, Rom. 1. 25, Hence we are told, that of 
# the three Hebrew words ordinarily uſed for it, 
F tranſgreſſion ſignifies rebellion ; iniquity, crookedneſs, 
F perver/eneſs; and fin, a miſſing the mark*. And 
Jurely the ſource of all our woes was a reb?/lion 
againſt our rightful king and hawgiver, and turn- 
ang aſide to our own crooked, perverſe ways, where- 
by. we mi/s the mark both of our duty and happt- 
neſs; and the immediate conſequence was loſs of 
union and communion with God, which is ſpiritual 
death; innumerable evils in this world, that at 
Jength diffolve the union- between foul and body, 
which 1s zatural death; and finally will be the caſt. 
4ng of ſoul and body into the burning lake, which 
is eternal death ; all which are the juſt wages of fin. 
And mark it, death is to be always viewed accord- 
4ngto its nature ; the death of a rational ſoul is as 
ſirens from that of the body, as ſpirit is from 


(7M | clay 5 
* Dr. Gils Expoſition on P/al. li. 3, 2, 


Nature of the Law and. Goſpel. 


clay ; the body without union with the ſoul can © q 
nothing at allz the ſoul without union with God 
can do nothing right ; but a foul dead in fn aa x | 
walks, and is ſometimes more ative than a faint py 
and for this plain reaſon, the. ſinner”s powers are 
all bent one way, while the ſaint has in him, as i i 
were, the company of two armies, ſo that t {! 
children of this world are in their generation wi/x 
er than the children of light, Luke xvi. 8. Eph. it 
1,2. Hence all attempts to repreſent addreſſes t&: 
ſinners conſciences, to be like addreſies to ſenſlet 
carcales, are attempts to darken counſel, and belon 
to the kingdom of darkneſs. | 

Jl. How vain are mens hopes of getting: 
hte by theig,own doings, in any ſhape whateverF 
Chriſt ſays, THIS DO and thou ſhalt live; it is notÞ 
wouldings, promiſes or endeavours, that will avait? 
without doing, doing this ; this perfet, this univers 7 I 
ſal, ibis immutable law of love ; love to God andy 
man, ove with all our ſou! and mind, as well as 
ſtrength. Therefore the law is ſpiritual, but we are 
carnal; all inclinations as well as ations that are :'? 
contrary, or that do not come up to this law of love;; pl ; 
are ſin, hence our Lord, upon occaſion of a lovely. 


youth who had ſhewn an outward regard to the laws |. 
all his days, and yet had ſuch a love to this world, . * 
that he would not part with it for Chriſt, declareq Fl | 
to his diſciples, that it is eaſter for 4 camel to $8. |; 
through the eye of a needle, than for ſuch a man'ta'y 1 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but they” ll | 
ing aſtoniſhed, he adds, with man it is ans 
but not with God, Mark x. 179-27. Two thingy 
make it impoſſible with man, one is, he cannot 
vp his paſt breach of c law, and the gther 18, ME ] 
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52 A brief Summary of the 


cannot now turn his heart from earth to heaven, 
though God can do both ; which brings us, * 
IV.-To the nature 'and deſign of the goſpel, 
Man was become a-7ebel againft the eternal King, 
by breaking the beſt of all laws, by which he had 
forteited life, and was neither able to ſatisfy for 
his crime, nor to change his heart; therefore the 
King's Son engaged to. do the one, ' and the holy 
ipirit to effect the other; not by abating the law; 
as ſome yainly dream ;z no, Jeſus warns ys againſt 
Juch a thought, and declares, that Till heaven and 
earth paſs, one JoT &r one TITTLE ſhall it no wiſe 
paſs from«the law, till ALL be fulfilled, Matt. v. 18. 
He fulfilled 'it by taking the rebels place, ang 
obeying and ſuffering for our fins, The juſt for the 
amnjuſt, that he might bring us unto God, that wwe 
ang ht be made the* righteouſneſs of God in him ;, that 
God might be juft, and the* juſtifier of him which 
gelieveth in Jeſus ; might juſtify the ungodly, Rom. 
112. 26. and iv. 5, 2d Cor. v. 18—2%, iſt Pet. in. 
18. In conſequence of which, the goſpel” Pre- 
claims liberty to priſoners *and captives, Ta. 1x1. t. 
_ "Lake iv. 18. Surely not an exemption from the 
King's authority and government ! No; but liber- 
ty from the juſt ſentence of death, from Satan's 
. tyranny, and from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious /iberty of the ſons of God ; liberty to ſerve 
him in newne/s of /pirit, and not in the oldneſs of the 
Fetter, Rom. vii. 6. The oldnefs of the letter was, 
The man that 4c7b them ſhall live in them, this do 
. and thou ſhalt live; bit curſed is every one that conti- 
"pueth not to do all. The newneſs of the foirit is, 
"Chriſt delivers from” the cyr/e, and cives the Fleſ- 
Jing; gives the covenant bleſſing of the ſpirit to 
write 
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write the law in our hear;s, with this tenor, T will, 
and hey ſhall, Gal. ii. 10—14. Heb: viii 10. The! 
oldneſs of the letter promiſed life upon” doing,” 
bur gave no ſtrength to do; the newneſs of the! 
ſpirit ſays, As thy days, fo ſhall thy ſtrength be ;/* 
my grace'1s ſufficient for thee; I will never leave. 
thee, nor forſake thee : :It calls us to come boldly! ” 
to the throne of grace for all the help we need.” 
The oldneſs of the. letter gives no encouragemetit |: 
fo come only upon our own doings, and ſets x z A 
Baming ſword in the way of the guilty ; but: the! |. 
newneſs of the ſpirit dire&ts us to take all our en-|--:/ 
couragement to come, from the merits, interceſſion L 
and promiſe of our 'great High 'Prieſt, who has|**\| 
engaged juſtice and faithfulneſs to forgive the guil-',, 
ty, and to cleenſe the filthy, Heb. iv. 14—160/": 
11t Zohn, 1. 9. As the ſtrength of fin 1s the law” ian 
the letter arms the accuſer againſt the ſoul: that dai-|f 
ly breaks it ; but the ſpirit enables the believer to|F 
overcome him, by the blood of the Lamb, and by! 13 
ſuch a view of heavenly glories, as to carry: their |} 
love even above bfe itlelf, Rev. x11. 11. In a word, | | 
the letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life, 2d Core * || 
1. 6. \s ! (48 
Yet notwithſtanding this diſtinftion is written ſo 
plain that he may run that reads it, many ſtill: :: 
dwell upon the oldneſs of the letter, and reckon |: 
i © Strange and unaccountable, that any ſhould | + 
&« affert -that "there 1s nothing to be raid fins > 
* ners in order to their ſalvation, beſide: behey- 3: 
* ing*!” as if they had never read Rom. Ut. |;t 
28, andiv. 5. . 0 i 
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* De. Mayhew's ſermons on ſtriving to enter the icait gate, | 
P*ge 30, LED 


$4 The Evil of confounding Law and Goſpel together, 
I fo this author- has ſtated this point ag 
fairly as'any have done on that fide of the ques 
ſion. - He ſays, © The queſtion is, whether un- 
« -regenerate ſinners, under the diſpenſation of the 
i golpel, have any day of grace and falyation af- 
< d to them, in ſuch a ſenſe, that they ſhall 
* certainly obtain eternal life, provided they hear- 
& tily deſire it, and ſtrive to that end ?*? And he 
afſerts, that ** There is a certain connexion between 
< ſinners ſtriving to obtain the ſalvation which 
« God has reyealed, and their aQtually obtaining 
* It }.” | 

But what is #be ſalvation which God has reveal- 
ed? It is from enemies to be reconciled and /aved 
by his Son, Rom. v. 10. And what is there to be 
, done by ſinners, in order to this (alvation ?£ Their 
rebellion is atoned for by the King's Son, and he 
$ Beſeeches and prays them to be reconciled; how then 
can the ſinner heartily defere this ſalvation, and yet 
have ſomething to do, before he obtains it? 24d 
Cor. v. 20. And what do men mean by a day of 
grace, if *tis the day in which the King pro- 
claims the goſpel way of reconciliation, and ſends 
his ſervants to preach to ſinners, and his ſpirit to 
Frive with them, while his long-ſuffering warts ; 
yet ever with this language, Behold, now is the 
accepted time, behold, now is the gay of ſalvation! 
"Come, for all things are now ready, 11t Pet. iii. 
18—20. 2d Cor. vi. 2." Lake xiv. 17, Such a day 
of grace we readily grant all finners under the light 
.of the goſpel have. Bur if the goſpel ſays, Come, 
all things are now ready, and the ſpirit ſtrives to 
-convince the ſinner of the truth of it; 1 deſire to 
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know what the ſinner's friving is before he comes ? a4 
We all know, that ſtriving implies re/iftance of one |, - © 
againſt another z and thoſe who in ancient time ens | 
quired ſo often. what they ſbogld do, of plainly |. 
told them to their heads what they did do :—IYe. 
do always refift the Holy Ghoſt, As vii. 51. 

There can be no half-way ; the inſtant we bee! Tab 
lieve the goſpel, we are reconciled to. God, and: || 
unite in ſtriving againſt all his and our enemies, |: 
ſtriving according to his working in and by us, || 
Col. 1. 29. Phil. mn. 14. And if we are not united | « 
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with him, we believe not the truth, but ave Pe 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs, let us talk of ive |; ++ 
faith, or good deſires, what we will, 24 Theſ. i. | = 
12. And to talk of repentance before faith, is} *|- 


more abſurd ftill; for who ever was ſorry for any Fr: 
aftion, before he believed it to be ſome way dila- |: 


a. 
— 
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greeable ! Ir is conviction of the truth of the law i 
that cauſes legal repentance, and looking by faith 
on him whom we have pierced, produces evange- | :! 
lical repentance : Hence Paul's conſtant teſtimo- |':Þ 
both to 7ews and Greeks was, Repentance toward = 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jefus Chriſt, As | |! 
xx. 21, He firſt taught them their caſe before | |} 
God, as breakers of his law, and then the way" *: 
of reconciliation, by faith in Chriſt, who has ful | >} 
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filled it ; with' which compare Mark i. 15. The | + 


Pſalmift, when his heart was inditing good matter 47 
concerning Zion's King, deſcribes this work in a Feb | 
very elegant manner, which 1s, that being armed g12th 
with truth, meekneſs and righteouſneſs, he in his | |: 
rhajeſty rides forth proſperoully, and darts his ar- || 
rows into his exemies hearts ; and all know that a! | 
| wound there is death ; accordingly they. fail agly ys 
him; it 
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tim; but how. ſtout is the rebel that will fight. till 
he dies! Paul can tell experimentally ey nature 
of this death ; it was death to his own doings, and 
the hope he built up»n them, and he was /lain 
thereto by the light of this holy law, which diſco- 
vered to- him the deceit of his heart, which 
had operated in all his doings, Rom. vil. 9—14. 
Phil. ti. 4—9. Theſe appear to the ſinner zterrs- 
$l: things ; but how is the ſcene changed; - when he 
tees the ſceptre of righteouſneſs preſented from the 
throne, which gams rhe enemy to become the Pneen,; 
moſt gloriouſly adorned ! Thus are God's people 
made willing in the day of his power, to ſerve him 
in the beauty of holineſs P/al. xlv, and cx. Het. 
3. 8,9. 

I have been'the more particular here to deteCt 
the deceit and blindneſs of the attempts chat are 
often made, to repreſent irreſiſtible grace to be in- 
conſiſtent with the: ſouPs liberty of 'choice ; for 
here are deſcriptions of the work of grace that 
\ are abſolutely urreliſtible, if any thing can be 
#io; and yer there is not the leaſt violence- uſed 
with man's will, tor the enemy is conquered with 
the full conſent of all his heart : He is flain and 
made alive by the power of truth. And further 
to detect the deluſion of many, and the falſe rea- 
fonings that are often uſed concerning ſinners im- 
potency, we will take a plain inſtance. 
© In the late rebellion in our nation, a hope of be- 
ing ablz to uiurp the throne, moved the rebels to 
invade England; but when they had marched 
vithin's hundred miles of London, that hope faz/- 
, ed them, the efte&t of which was a haſty retreat 
back to Scottend;, though by the way a-hope of be- 
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wg ab: to keep the ſtrong:city of Carlifle againſt -. 4 
their Sovereign,” cauſed them to leave a party in 18. ©: 
for that purpoſe; but the Duke of Cumberland: - 
ſoon convinced them of their miſtake, and them} *:! 
they hung out. 2 {ign ; and, upon his dem q 
Ks meaning z they faid they wanted to rapitulate,, || 
He replied, that he ſhbuld-enter_ into-no hy 2s 
tien with rebels 1 they ſhould ſurrender to the Kin 
mercy : They did accordingly; Now Jet" us 
where we are ;z it has been ſufficiently proved than 
finners are rebels againit heaven, and that they! 
will ſtand out in their rebellion till they are» cons! 
quered; and if it would have been dhonourable| j- 
to the King of Exgland to haye capitulated with .; 
4 ! 


theſe rebels, which yet were his fellow-men 3 what: 
madneſs muſt jt be to attempt to capitulate with 
rebels againſt the eternal God ! What can all the 
noiſe mean concerning a day of grace, and good 
works tor ſinners to de before they are reconciled ta 
the King of heaveri, but. only «wentions of men to 
keep off trom ſurrendering to Sovereignty, in hopes |: 
by and by to come in upon better terms 1/in hopes '> 
at laſt to be received, not as rebels, but ſubjects, + 
who all along had a good regard for their King, | 
and only happened to be impoſed upon_ in ſome |! 
things. But be not deceived, God is not mock= || F 
ed; and all things are naked and opened to his eyes z 
all mens buildings which are not laid upon his 
Precious corner ftene, are nothing: but refuges of lies, 
and God lays, the Hail ſhall ſweep thein away, 
P/al. xxviti. 1517+ 

As to power or ability, who need be told, that 
in nations, and between nations, the way to keep 


enemics from doing miſchief, 1s to keep them ſen- 
H ſible 
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BS Needof being ſenſible of moral Impotency, &e. 
fible of their -1nab;lity-ro do it? Even captives irt 
the hands of ſavages whom they hate mortally, 
yet if they find they are @nable to cicape or to with | 
ſtand them, they will be caretul not to offend their 
cruel maſters; how'much more then will convic- 
tion, even in a carnal mirid, that it canner eſcape 
from, nor withſtarid a hgly God, reſtrain it and 're- 
'gulate its conduct? Iris to this that we are indebted 
\much of the order and regulation in the world, 
which many falſly aſcribe to mens good nature, 
and then turn it as an argument againſt the truth ! 
- A ſenſe of impotency has like effett upon the 
principle of hope as it has upon fear; as long as - 
perſons can hope to ſhift along themſelves, they 
do not love to be dependent and' beholden to 
others, but the clearer their ſenſe is of being an- 
eble to do without others help, the more earneſt 
will be their cries therefor. "The poor uſeth intrea- 
\ Fzes, but the rich anfwereth roughly. The wicked 
mrhrough the pride of his countenance «vill not ſeek 
after God, Prov. xvin. 23. P/al. x. 4. How perni- 
cious then are all thoſe teachings that Rflatter the 
finner's pride, by telling him of a great deal thar 
he can do, and muſt do, 1n order to his coming to 
Chriſt! And as falſe and murderous to fouls are 
all pretences thar impozency can excuſe any from 
their obligation this moment to receive God's teſti- 
mony, and fet to their /eal that he is true. Many 
plead impotency, and” pretend honefty in their re- 
ſtraining - prayer before God; but they ' prove 
themſelves (ars in theſe very pretences ; for pro- 
' Fane mariners, who often -pretend honcfty in not 
 fecking to God, 'becaule they cannot do it aright, 
yet when once-they are brought to their wits end, 
| and 
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and find they cannot deliver themſelves, Then they ©) 
ery unto him, Pſal. cvii. 27, 28. Even an heathe 
ſhip-maſter could - with aſtoniſhment aſk 7 
What he meant to neglett it at ſuch a time !.Jo 
1. 6. Could they be honef in negleting tuch thi 
when they faw no danger, .and yet be conſtrained | ; 
to practiſe them when eternity appeared near! N 
a deceived heart, and a deceiving devil, has Sl 
them aſide, to hold the truth in unrightcouſheſs, fi 
A rational foul 1s always governed in its choice, |; 
by the preſent ideas it has of what is beſt, let thoſe! 
ideas be true or deluſfwve. Thoſe who fall into the'? 
hands of ſavages, if they judge it beſt not to ſub- . 
mit, they will chooſe to ſell their lives as dear as 1ey |. Ly 
can ; bur if they judge it beſt tro ſubmit; then t 
will chooſe to be on as good terms with them as"'1;; 
they can: And, ſays Dr. Owen, ** To ſuppoſe thatius 
« in all things w a ipiritual and eternal concern-(iF 
«« ment, that men are not determined and a&tuated? 
sf. every one by his own judgment, is -an- | 
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236 . 
© nation of men who think but little of what the le mY 
* .are, or do, or- ſay, or write. Even thoſe-whe we 
« ſput their eyes againſt the light, and follow in the 
* herd, re/olving not to enquire into any of cheſs wn 
* things, do it, becauſe they judge it beft for them |; 
« ſo 10 do*” Hence fin is called the: works off} 
y 


darkneſs; and Satan's kingdom; the kingdom of : 
darkneſs; an* the way he has to keep any rational. 
ſouls therein 15, by b/inding the minds of them. that; 


Believe not, left the light of the glorious goſpel ſhould 

- ſhine unto them : Yea, and they concur with Ml 

- for their- Ears are dull of bearing, and "their ya he 
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derftand, and be converted, 2d Cor. ivi 4. Afs xxviil, 
27. It was only by this ignorance that the murder- 
ous Ferwps could ger along in their aftings againſt 
Jetus z for had they Known bi, they would net have 
grucified the Lord of glory, 1it Cor. 11, 8. 

One grand ſcheme of the learned free-willers ( 
our day,” to blind their own and others minds 
againſt theſe truths, is, to aſlert a ſejf-determining 
power ix the will, a power to att with motive, or 

gainſt motive, juſt as 'the will pleaſes ; but how 
'Iitcle are fuch men aware, that they in this point 
approve. of the deed of father Adam, at the fame 
time that they deny their concern in 1t?- The tcr- 
Pent propoſed 1t as a grand enlargement of our 
firſt parents kberty, that they ſhould Know both goed 
" and evil; ſhould be free to both ; and he pretend- 
"ed that this was to be as Gods; they yentured to 
- try the experiment, ventured to act againſt a good 
= motive, in order to be free to at either way as 
4 they pleaſed afrerwards; but they found by ſad 
F Experience that the ſerpent Hed in this propoſal. 
= With reverence be it ſpoken, the eternal God 
never had, nor never can have, ſuch a liberty as 
theſe men tell of; for it is impo/ſ/ible for him to he, 
© and he cannet beſo much as tempted with evil, Heb. 
vi. 18. 7am. 1. 13. Theſe mens learned maſter 
Locke tells them plainly what they are doing : Says 
he, © Is it worth the name of freedom to be at /;- 
« bþerty to play the fool, and draw ſhame and mi- 
* ſery upon a man's ſelf ? If to break looſe from 
** the conduct of reaſon, and ta want examina- 
* tion and judgment, which keep us from choal- 
** ing or" doing the worſe, be true liberty, mad- 
. # gen and fools arc the only freemen z but yer I 
| * .- b*% think 
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* think nobody would chooſe to be mad for the. ; 
* ſake of ſuch liberry, but he that is mad alreas.\ 4 
* dy*,” And he goes on to obſerve, 'that, « As\. [oY 
5 the higheſt a}. 64 of intelleftual nature, ves! ** af 
& in a careful and conſtant purſuit of true and | 
© lid happineſs, fo the care of ourſelves, that-we |: on 
*« miſtake not imaginary for real happineſs, is the! bh g 
© neceſſary foundation af oyr. liberty, and-the! bh | 
* ſtronger ties we have to an unalterable purſuit of; 
** happineſs in genera}, which is our greateſt good, *.*+: | 
* and which as ſuch obr delires always follow, the A 
* more are we free from any neceſſary determina- } 
tion of our. qwill to any particular aftion, or +. 
* from a neceſſary compliance with our defire, fer i"; ; 
* upon apy particular, and then appearing great- |. | 
** er good, 7:4 we bave duly examined whether it | 
*+ has a tendency to, or be inconſiſtent with our real F 
**. happineſs. I deſire it may be well —— 
* whether the great inlet, and exerciſe of all the 
+ liberry men have, are capable of, or can be uſe-Y 
« ful ro them, and that whereupon depends the | "2 
* turn of their actions, does not lie 1n this, that * , $0 RR 
* they - can ſuſpend: their deſires, and ſtop them _ 
« from determining their wills to-any aCtion, till #%\ 
*© they have duly and fair]y examined the good and ! OA 
* evil of it, as far forth as. the weight of the 5 
$ thing requires F.” & 4] 
| Thus far this great reaſoner has followed -the | wh) 
clear line of truth, yet in the next words he turns i 
into.the dark way, by ſaying, © This we can do.” ! 
If he had faid, we can do it when we are affiſted k 
with diyinc light and truth, he had ſaig well; but 
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. without ſuch a proviſo the matter is lefe in the 
dark, becaule evil imaginations and deſires have 
already got the ſtart of reaſon, ſo that it can ne- 
ver bring them back to a fair examination without 
divine influence. "Who is there that need be rold, 
that if the judge is previouſly :aſed, we are nat 
like to have a Pie trial before him'? Yer we are 
all fo in this caſe ; for a fair examination will cer- 
tainly  ſhew that /eff is guilty; and if only a gift 
from another will. 3lind the eyes of the wiſe, and 
vert the words of the righteous ; how much more 
wilt the honour, eaſe, yea life of ſelf, blind the 
eyes of fixners, and hold them from a fair conſider- 
ation of this caſe ? For as God is the only foun- 
tain of all good, unbiaſed reaſon cannat bur de- 
termine that every rational foul who loves and pur- 
foes any thing whatſoever as good, ſeparate from, 
and in neglet of him, is certainly guilty ; yet 
that is what we have all done, though al do not 
purſue it in the ſame” courſe, for we have turned 
g every one to His own way, 1a. lin. 6. Bur wha 
Fever heard a judge give in a ſentence, the imme- 
diate effect of which would bring'himſelt from 
the bench to the bar, as a guilty priſoner ? Since 
therefore reaſon 15 already biaſed, drvine revelation 
2s erected as the tribunal to decide this controver- 
yy: And wherever it truly takes place, it produces 
the effect juſt now mentioned; a notable in- 
ſtance of which we have recorded, As xxiv. 24, 
25. A Roman governor and judge had the curioh- 
ty to ſend for his priſoner to hear him concerni 
'the faith in Chrift;, but as the prifoner addrefſi 
the reaſon of the judge, concerning righteouſneſs, 
temperance, and a judgment to come, the 1cene 


_- 


Bias againſt the Truth, 


was remarkably changed; for the Roman 1 
inſtantly becomes. a trembling priſoner, wv; 4 
priſoner is the King's officer to ſummon him to 
. twer for his conduct at the awful bar. This 1 
ſo diſagreeable that he. put off any further hearing: + 
for that time, and we have no grounds to thinks: 
that the convenient ſeaſon he flattered himfelt with”: 
ever came ; and it not, then he is now-a . 
priſon ; while the record of his caſe ſtands for # f | 
warning to all others againſt-the like- diſabedrence”* 
while the long- ſuffering « of God waits with 08 
zit Pet. wm. 19, 20. | 
Buc alas | inſtead of taking warning, we all nas: 
turally have the lawyer's diſpoſition, who'was'w Es 
ling wo juſtify himſelf; his mind was biaſed 544 
: Bur how could he do it? Why he leaves}; | 
God out of the queſtion, and fays, Who 3s mY 
neighbour ? This is a notable way to try rebels I} wy 
for the judge to leave the King out of the queſtiong\ mw 
and only examine their behaviour to each other Ii 
Yet how poorly does he make out even in this: 
way? For though they eſteemed. themſelves ſo ! 
much better than the Samaritans, that they would 7" i | 
have no dealings with them, yet our Lord ſets be-\4; 
fore him a calc in their own country, between Je-"'.9 
rufalem and Fericho, which Few writers ſay, was: : 519 
then a ſtation for prieſts and Levites*, of one of"; it { 
each of thole high charafters who could foot up-i|», 
on one whoſe cale loudly called for their compaſſion, ||'| F 


jy ; 


without being moved with it ; but a Samaritan re; 


> 


ally ated the neighbour in the.caſe, as the lawyer 
was . forced to acknowledge: Jeſus ſays, Go and + i 
- do thou likewiſe, Luke x. 29-37, Note by the ways. " 


® See Dr. Gill on the place, 
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he does not ſay of this branch as he does of the 
whole law, This do and thou ſhalt live; no, yet 
he expreſly ſhews, that this is. binding on us all 
to be done, while the other is not to be left un- 
done. This condemns all thoſe who would either 
abate the law to bring it down to our ability, ot 
in the leaſt turn off its authority, and their obliga- 
tion always to obey it; becauſe of their inabi- 
uy. 55 ,, , 

— $i though the attethpt Has often beeh 
made 'to -ultify 1elf by leaving God our of the 
queſtion, yet no rational perſon could ever entirely 
eraſc out of his mind an apprehenſion of a deity ; 
therefore the common way, ever fince man con- 
tractedia diſlike to the true God, has been to make 
falſe ones to ſuit their own turn: When Tfrael re- 
jected their true King, they ' made them  /dols ac- 
cording to their own underſtanding, Hef. im. 2, 10O. 


and ſo it is now. Some make up a deity in their 


minds, ſo fond of devotion; as to accept them for 


" »good worſhipers, although they ſecretly grind the 


taces of the poor, and ſhut their hearts and hands 
againlt the needy... Others, viewing that way to 
be odious, frame an imagination of one who cares 
Iittle for devotion, 1f men are but honeſt and kind 
to their neighbours. Though a third fort, not 
chooſing to be under enher of theſe reſtraints, 
frame a god that loves liberty, and their tongues 
would fet hun fo high as not to [concern himſelf 
with the conduct of worms, but leave them to 
gratify their own 1inchnations, provided they do 
but a&t as good fellows with each other ; yet af- 
ter all their great /well;ng words, they make their 
airy..deity to be ſuch an one as they ſcorn to' be 

| them- 


. Bias againſt the Truth, 


themſelves, even ſuch a jack at @ pinch, that =] 
ever they find that they cannot indulge themſelyes} 
any longer here, he ſhall be ready at their call,':: ! 
and take them direftly to Paradiſe ! i | 

Oh ! when will rut; and fooliſh man be wiſe 1). 
He that planted the ear, ſhall he not hear ? He;- 
that- formed the eye, ſhall he not fee? He that! 


chaftiſeth the hrathen,. ſhall not TE Yes: , 


I TL 
ES ae 


verily, for he knoweth that the thawebts of _ 
are venity, P/al. xciv. 1—11, 

From what has been proved, I ap 

conſcience whether the following con 
j not certain truth; | 

I, That all the love and good behavi 
we can poſſibly have to our fellow-creatures 
our hearts are not truly united to our Cie: 
want the nature of true obedience, as mu : 

; the love and good order that may be 1n an at 
of rebels, wants of true obedience to their la 
Sovercign, when they are not. reconciled to him 

II. The reaſon why all men do not judge it F 
he ſo, is, becauſe their znderſtandings are darkeneay, A | al 
by an alienation and bias the other ways Eph. vs 
18. Therefore, 

III. For them to ſet up their reaſon againſt Me, 
vine revelation, either to exclude any part of egy! 
or to turn it aſide from its plain genuine meaningy/ 

| iS as Criminal as it can be for a biaſed judge to als; | » 
ſume a power to diſpenſe with any of the. King's | 

laws, or by falſe gloſſes and talſe evidences to pers.” I 

vert them from heir paſt deſign, in order ta | 

uit the guilty, or to condemn the innocent. | 

IV. All reaſonings for an abatement of the laws, 


or for the negke®t of ad obedience to it, be 
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66 We have naturally a flronig 


cauſe of our impotency, are pleas for the worſt 
kind of treaſon and robbery ; for God 1s-infinitely 
lovely, and deſerving of all out love, worſhip and 
obedience, and the only reaſon why we cannot 
yield him all, is, becauſe we do not Lite to retain 
him in our knowledge, but love and ſerve the crea- 
ture inſtead of the Greater ; one ſetting up gaing 
and another his belly, 1 place, thus robbing 
him of his right, Rom. 1. 24, 27. Tim. vi. 5. Phil, 
}..19. Matt, tl. 7—9. 

V. All pkas againſt ſurrendering this moment 
to divine Pvereignty, and receiving his. proclama- 


tion ng in the goſpel with all our hearts, are 


nothing Hut pleas ſtill ro adhere to the devil againſt 
the eternal God ! They often ſay they cannot be- 
heve z” but the only way that they have to keep 
from? believing, 1s to ſhut their eyes .and ears 
{ the hight and evidence of truth, and to 
in with the prince of darkneſs and his inſtru- 
ments to try to ſet up falſood in its ſtead. They 
ypretend to enquire for evidence of the truth of 
/ God's promiſe, while they are willingly ignorant that 
; all things in heaven and earth have evidenced the 
EY power and truth of his word from the beginnings 
and will do ſo to the day of judgment, and perdition 
of ungodly men, 2d Pet. ill, 4—7. All pleas for 
not believing the goſpel, are pleas to make God & 
tar, and to adhere to the father of lies inſtead of 
him, 1ſt 7eby, 111: 8. and v. 10. f 

VI. Therefore* it is perfe&tly confifewt for him 
plainly to fer life and death before all men by the 
miniſtry of Its word, and call them all ro turr 
and live; although he does not intend to exert 
his almighty power to ſave any others but 
thole 
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Bias againſt the Truth. 7 J 1 
thoſe that he has given to his Son, Jobn vi. 29. and MY 


XV11. 2, 
VII. To make the doctrine of God's ſecret FR, i 
crees any objection or excuſe againſt - Fl preſent and, j | 


hould adhere, 


given t0 Gay oe MM Mich exchf 


in its place ; and muſt not unbiaſ on-give 1 
\#Hhat the more compleat the plan is3 and the | 6: 
need of alteration, the better ? Ko you, 
HEAT & perſon ſay, © It I thought it wa&not in my. 

* power to penetrate into the King's ſecxets, or c i 
+ alter his counſels, I would never preterlf 3m 
* his laws,* would you think him to be 
or a rebel ! Yet what can mens objeftions "us 
the wnalterable nature of the divine decrees Ma 
leſs than this? Tt is efſential ro moral government 
that laws and rules ſhould be given to men Wa 
conditional form, enforced with the conſideratian-'Þ 
of the rewards of obedience, and puniſhments F 
diſobedjencei And the juſt ruter- will ever keep 
thereto in his adminiſtrations; but that is ſo ta 
from excluding a ſecret plan, that it neceſſarily; 8 
unplies ſuch an one ; u imphes, that as far as rhe; 
ruler's wiſdom and power can reach, he will be 
provided for all that ſhall happen, fo as to be r "x 1 
dy to do himſelf and his ſubjefts juſtice, and nf os. 
to be diſappoiated, nor loſe his or their rights ms 
any inſtance. |;.F8 

I ſuppoſe the art of man.cannot ſet the Arms 
notion of grace in a fairer light than this, 


our late King, after the moſt criminal rebels were 
L 2 | 
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executed, pardoned others,. and yet put them up- 
on the trial of ſome difficulr ſervice for a time, bes 

_ fore he confirmed their eftates and privileges to 
them; ſo that their future welfare was ſuſpended 
upon their doings. But then you muſt know, 
that as he had neither atonement for their crimes, 
nor power to change their hearts, if he had par- 
doned the chiet rebels, it would have endangered 

f tf-not his-own crown, 
and there wa8Feaſon tor holding others in ſuſpence, 
becauſe he aid not know their hearts, nor what 
their futur&condudt would be; and do men wor- 
Thip fucha God as that! Again, law and juſtice 
require that each one has his due, but many 1n- 
mſelyes 1o as not to be able to pay"their 

and rather than Joſe all, many odio will 
take Dp with a little part of their juſt due, and for- 
werhe reſt ; and ſome, in hope of future gain, 


will truſt the fame perſons again. This agrees with 
*Afminian notions. 


| But a few years agoethere was 
Ln at made which emboldened a number of vil- 
Flains to launch out and get as much as they could 
=> of others eſtates into their hands, in hopes of be- 
©} Ing reſcued from juſtice by this pretended at of 
W grace. This 1s like the Antinomians : Both of 
them would ſet up mercy to the injury of juſtice 
and truth, inſtead of meeting God at the true 
mercy-leat, where they agvzee and kiſs each other, 
Both are for keeping, off, one in hopes of com- 
pounding, or elle of paying his debts with coun- 
rerfeit money; the other to indulge himſelf as 
Jong as he can, with hopes at laſt to eſcape ju- 
"Ftice by pleading the bankruprt-a&t. 

- But Jet not men thus delude themſelves, our 
ecernal King 1s a /uft God, as well as a Saviour, 1/a. 
xly. 


v —_ 
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xlv. 21. and he will ſee that juſtice is done throug 
the univerſe, and every ſoul ſhall be either brougp 1 
© a reckoning here, and receive a clear diſcharge. El | 
by our glorious furety, yea and quickly too ; of: 
elie be caſt into that prifſox from whence they cant 
by no means Come out till they have paid the utter, 
moſt farthing, Matt. v. 25, 26, And there is not; 
a finner upon earth that believes his debts to be"; 
ſo great as they-are,-nor-that they are ſtrictly juſkgg 
ill they are brought to a fair reckoning by, ch 
ſpirit of truth; and 'tis well known, "that if a cres\; 
ditor ſhould cancel a debt, and the debtor ſtilt: 
thought that it was unjuſtly charged, he could not | 
heartily love him for it ; therefore God brings * 
every debtor, let him owe five hundred pence, os'7 
but fifty, to know that he is juſt, and thi they”. 
have nothing to pay, when he franth forerves- them ; *- 
Luke vii. 42. And thoſe who are fort ivenf 
are ſo far from deſiring to be truſted again with # 
ſtock in their own hands, that they durſt not tauſ,] 
themſelves; they deſire ever to iruſt- in the Lot 
with all their hearts, and not ſo much as lean && 
their own underſtandings, Prov. ui. 5, 6. | 
And now, kind reader, where 1s the abſurdit £0 
and inconſiſtency of this plan ? to hold that we hay: 2 
deſtroyed ourſelves, and that all our help is in-#* © 
ſovereign Gad, who of his own will begets Gull 43 
with the word of truth, and therefore calls us to |; _ 
lay apart every thing that tends to hinder our rei... 
ceiving it wnderſkandingly and” heartily, and to wach'q ; 
againſt the devil's arts to catch it away, Jam. i © 
18—21. Matt. xii. 1923. And are nor thot /::; 
Satan's inſtruments, who uſe their art either t65 7 
keep people from coming to hear the word, or | 
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=. The Confitecy of addreſſing 


arm them againſt regarding it when they do come \ 
Surely they are, therefore beware of them, as you 
regard your immortal fouls. , One of their moſt 
wrful ſnares is to infinuate, that .carneſt addreſſes 
to mens minds betoken pride in the ſpeaker ; but 
though pride' often operates in teachers as weil as 
hearers, yet as it is exalting ſelf, two of its never- 
failing fruits are deceit and bitterneſs ; a deceitful 
; handling of the word toxſuit their. own ends, and 
bitterneſs if they are croſſed therein, Prov. xiii, 10. 
Mic. ui. 5. While humility, which exalts the 'Sa- 
viour, and abaſes ſelf, ever produces faithfulneſs \ 
and love, and moves the preacher ro renounce dif- 
honeſty,” and a deceitful handling of the word, and 
by manifeſtation of the truth tro commend himſelf 
to every man's conſcience in the ſight of God, 24 
Cor. WW. 2. But Abab owned plainly that he bated 
Ing preacher, and would allow him no better 


lodgings than a priſen, nor better fare than bread 
and water of affiifion, while he was willing deli- 
gately to-maintain' four hundred flatterers, though 
they ſoon lead him" on to ruin, 1ſt Kings, xxii. 
6—235. And alas! how much is there at this day 
; of the fame temper in the world, that had rather 
S maintain four hundred flatterers than one faithful 
dealer! | 

The apoſtle: 7zde, mn deſcribing thoſe who turn, 
erace into laſciviouſneſs, ſays, Wo unto them, for 
-they have gone in the way of Cain, who becauſe 
his doings were not accepted, was very wrath, and 
| - turned away to the noiſy world ; after which, like 

,” Balaam, they run greedily, who counſelled Balak 
= © to lay a ſnare todraw [/7ael into fin; and to guard 
"againſt conviftion, they, like Core, accuſe God's 

faithful 


Impotent Sinners with Goſpel Calls 


faithful ſervants with taking too much upon theng: # 
and with lfting up themſelves. And even in what; 
they know naturally, as brute beafts, they corrupt*+: 
themſelves, tor who ever knew a beaſt take 


might not ſee their ell oy were * + gs and 
deſtroyed! Yet ſuch is theſe mens cogdutt * Prov... : 
1. #7, 18; Tude : % J T8158 
'To conclude, fince precept and promiſe | 's J 
united and ever go together in the rap plany'* 
In vain do men attempt to ſeparate them; Every! x 
ſoul that cruly believes the goſpel, has with F cod l 
got what God has ſaid, both to dire his ce ww } + 

and to ſupport him therein; and as trutff dedaresg. 
that 1 any man will do, be ſhall know, Fobn vik 
therefore all the attempts that are mage by the z 
who would be accounted behevers, to excuſe chek 1 wo | 

ſelves from openly profeffing Chriſt, or ro exculEt{| 


their neglect of a faithful diſcharge of the duties? 
of a member of his church, either from the plex: 
of ignorance or inability, -are nothing: better than 
attempts to juſtify ſelf, at the expence of God's 
honour | For as furely as he is true, he will never. 
fail both to dire& and ſupport every one who! / 
truſts in him, and 1s willing to obey him. Then, /) | 
let none deceive themſelves with the notion,of be-; | | 
ing ſaints, if their hearts and ves are not govern+ { 
ed and ſupported by truth ; and if -we” are fo, its .;! 
will move us to a confcientibi ule of all by, F 
means which God has appointed,- both of a pub-$;R 
lic and private nature, to learn, and to promoter: # 
truth in the world, and to avoid and watch again{t*/! 
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all that 1s contrary.thereto, FT 
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Containing a brief Account ef the Sentiments of tht 
firſt _ Churches:in-New-England. 


T is a juſt obſervation of an excellent writer, 
that anflent cuſtom and modern faſhion arc two 
tyrants, Which ſhare the empire of the world be- 
tween them; the truth of which often appears, 
both in/ ivil and religious affairs. The name of 
the gar old way, ſeems enough to prejudice many 
zainſt the leaſt variation from the cuſtoms of theiy 
athers, and 10 againſt retormation ; while others 
ar@ ſo fond of novelties, as to be caſily carried 
bout with every wind of dofrine, that comes under 
a new and ſpecious name, with exclamations againſt 
/ old zraditions, And though believers will regard 
" the truth when they find it, for its own ſake, yet 
it adds to their comfort to meet with others who 
know the ſame, which comfort is increaſed when 
* they can commune with thoſe who have lived long 
ag them : Therefore having lately met with 
ſome things concerning the fathers of this coun- 
try, which may-ſerve to confirm the foregoing di! 
courle, and allo to correct the miſtakes of many. 
both in our denomination, and that are oppoſite 
thereto, who imagine that this doFtrine was in an- 
cient days peculiar to the Pedobapriſts, I think it 
proper to inſert a ſketch thereof here. 

The 
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© The oldeſt Baptiſt church in this land'is at 'F 
vidence, which was planted under the- i 
of Mr. Roger Willkams ; and we may well cone 
that rhoſe who followed him into the great 
and hardſhips of his exile, had a good liking uo 
doctrines which he taught; and .. they-weri 
-—*, gather from the various accounts we hav 
Tos 
He ca:*c"firſt to this country on Fi I 
1631, being in his youth, and he preached a wh \g\ 
at Salem, bur the Courr' of Aſſiſtants at Boſton wel. | 
to that church againſt him the 12h of Pig 
lowing, which prevented their calling him -to-o$+ 
hce "then, and he went to Plymouth, where $& 
preached about three years 3 and Gone V7 | 
throp, and Mr. W:lſon, of Boſton; UPOeY 
there, communed with him at the Lord's | 
on Ofober 28, 1632*: He removed ations | 
to Salem, and taught them there 1h the tme* i 
Mr. Skelton's fickneſfs; and after his death, whi "\ 
happened Arugyft 2, 16344, Mr. Wilkams was'© * 
dained over that "ds but ſuch differente aro 
that he was baniſhed out of the colony the fam +7," 2 
year; and he and a few friends that follbwed i mp 
ſertled at Providence; where they ſoon aiter en 23 
braced the Baptiſt principles. And though to J bi 
ſtify or excuſe the ſeverity that was uſed-agaings,"| 
him, a great deal has been written to render hits: :! 
odious and ridiculous, yet Dr. Mather, after mu « 
bf that nature, fays, © Ir was more than forty'yeal /! 
© after his exile that he lived here (at Prot 


* gnce) and in many things acquitted Sy 
6c 


* Mr. Prince's Annals, vol. 2. p. 26, 47, 70 
$ Magnalia, b. 3, Þ. 76. 
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« laudably; that many judicious perſons judged trim 
< to have: had the root of the matter in inm.—He 
<& uſed many commendable endeavours to chriſtian- 
* jze the Jndians in_ his neighbourhood, of whole 
* language, tempers and manners, he has printed 
* 2 little} relation, — There was allo a good correl- 
*. paadepce always held berween him, and many 
« worthy and pious people in the colony from 
* whence he had been baniſhed. —£ 4 ainſt the 
_ * Quakers, he- afterward maintained the main 
« principles of the Proteften: region with much 
« yigour*.” His endeavours to chriſtianize the 
Indians appear to be the fixit that were uſed by any 
-n- this country, for we are told that the famous 
Mr.. Eliot preached his firſt ſermon to them in the. 
| 1646$; whereas Mr. Hilliams went to Eng- 
| re 2642, and. obtained a charter trom the 
ruling powers there, which is dated March 14, 
2647f, and with it a letter to the authority in the 
Aecſjachaſetts, wherein they begin thus* © Taking 
F< notice fome of us of long time of Roger Hill:ams, 
#* his good affections and conſcience, and- of his 
+ ſuffermgs by our common enemy, and opprel- 
< ſors of God's people, the prelates, as allo of his 
.< creat induſtry and travels in his printed Indian 
« Jabours in your parts.{the like whereof we have 
* not ſcen extant from any part of 4nerice) and in 
.« which reſpeft 1t hath pleaſed both Houſes of 
*& Parkament to grant unto him, and friends with 
* him, a free and abſolute charter of civil govern- 
«© meath,” &c,. from whence we may well con- 
| | cluGe 
® Mapnalia, b. 3: p. 9." { Ibid. p. 196. - AE 
[] See a copy of the charter ia the Providence Gazette, Nor 


121, February 9, 1765. 
4 Maſſachuſetts Hiltory, vol. 1, p. 49+ 
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clude that he was early in-his endeavdurs,” finct *he . 
had got furniſhed fo as to print a relation of 4 eir- | 

language and manners before that time. 
though ms. a Baptiſt church at P 

dence, Ivir. Willams's mind got © blundered, 
the notion that many try to propagate to this 
of the neceflity of a-local ſucceſhon from the 
files to empewer perſons to adminiſter ordinang 
and not bemg able to give in to the abſurdity 
deriving this power through the long tcene 0 % 
tichriſtian corruption, that he defiſted from trave ng 
with that church, yet the church has contine 0 tc 
this day; and Mr. Wi/lams always diſcovered a 
ſpect for them, and ſundry times expreſſes the Fe 
1m his book concerning the CERTS wherein hy Hu 

one time mentions. Thomas Olney, at another tit 
Pardon Tillingbaſt, whom he ſtiles, « Able andles id - ( 
« ing men among the, people called: Bapriſts mm - 
« Providence,” p. 142, aad 208, And even in; he” 
midſt of Dr, Mather's talk of their diffolux 
he ſays they kept to. this one principle, *** Is: | 
« every one ſhould have liberty to worſhip Ged 
« according to the light of his own conſcience 
which implics a continuance of worſhip am ig 
them ; and they appear to be the firſt cigh gove, 
ment that ever allowed and acted upon this p! 
cjple in, all the proteſtaar world ;. and whether4l 
deſerve reproach for it, and others konour for 
nying them- that liberty, let the reader judge! oy 
A late hiſtorian of high rank, ſpeaking of Ir. : 

Williams, Tays, * After all that has been: ſaicuof, 
« the actions cr tenets of this perſon while he 
6 in the Meſſachyſetts, it ought for ever'to 
K 2 ** MEM 
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< membered to hi. honour, that for forty years a&- 
* ter, inſtead of ſh-wing any revengeful reſentment 
« againtt thc colony. from which he had been ba- 
« niſhed, he ſectns to have been conſtantly em- 
« ployed in a&s of kindneſs and bers volence, 
< piving them notice from time to time, not on- | 
< ly of every motion of the Indions, over whom 
4 £ had a very great influence, but alſo of the 
< unjuſt defigns of the Engiyh within the new co- 
ws th y, of which the himſelf had been the found- 
© er and Governor, and continued the patron *,” 
And as to his teaching, Governor Bradford, one 
of the moſt eminent fathers of Plymouth, writes 
thus: © Mr. Roger Williams (a man godly and 
« zealous, having many precious parts, but very 
L 2 onſertled in judgment) came over firſt to che 
< M:fachujetts; but upon ſome diſcontent left the 
J'<© place and came hither, where he was freely en- ' 
<- rertained, according to our poor ability, and ex- 
< erciſed his gifts, and after ſome time was admit- 
<'ted a- member of the church, and his tcachi 
<- well approved; for the benefit whereof I ſtill 
<: bleſs Gal, and am thankful to him even for his 
*©-ſharpeſt admonitions and reproofs, ſo far as they 
< agreed with truth j.”? Now it 1s well known, 
that thoſe fathers of lymonth, who well approved | 
of Mr. Williams's teaching, held folly to the ab- 
foluite ſovereignty of grace; and Mr. Callenger, af- 
ter informing us of a divifion which aroſe in the 
church at Providence about the year 1653, concern- 
ing laying on of hands, ſays, © That church 
$ which was diſtinguith ed by holding eying on of 
= bands, 


» Mafachuſeits Hillory,rvol, 1. p. 438. 
I Prence's Annals, vol. 2. p. 45.. 
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* hands, neceſſary to all baptized RES. 
* in time generally to hold univerſal redemptiony? 
waich he obſeryes, was a departing from ſame 'of 
Mr. J/ilkams's < Darling opinions *.” This alteg- 
ation from their firſt principles, it ſeems, . came * 
gradually about twency years after their farſt ſet: > =, 
-ment at Providence. 
The ſecond Baptiſt church in New- England wit 
gathered at Newport, under the care of Mr. "BY 
Clark, about the year 1644 z and what their 
was you may-ſee a little of in the following es 
trafts : © The decree of God is that whereby Ga. 
* hath from eternity ſet down with himſelf _ "1 
* ſoever ſhall come to pals in time, Eph. 1. 11. At 
<« things with their cauſes, effects, circumſtances; 
** and manner of being, are decreed /by God, Atts | 
* 11. 23 Him being delivered by 3 determinate. | 
* counſel and foreknowledge of God, tc. As 1 \ i 
* 28, This decree 1s molt wile, Rom. 'xL 23.5; 
** Moſt juſt, Rom. ix. 13, 14.—Eternal, Eph. L 45, 
« 5. 2d Thef. v. 13.-Neceſlary, P/at. xxx. 15+ 
o Þrow: xix. 21,--Unchangeable, Heb.vitz — Moſt | 
< free, Kom. IX. 18. —And the cauſe of al "7D 
* James i. 17.But not of: any lin, 1ſt Zobn, 1.5% 3 
** The ſpecial decree of God conceraing. a i.» 
* and men is called predeſtination, Rom. viii... 304: 
** of the former, viz. angels, little is ſpoken in the- 
« holy ſcripture z of the latter more is revealed; 
«*« not unprofitable to be known, Tr may be de- 
<« fined, - The wile, free, juſt, eternal, and un; 
6c changeable ſentence, or decree of God, Epb. iz 
RP determining to create and govern man for 
+ his ſpecial glory, viz. the praiſe of his glonous; 
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* Mr, Callender's century ſermon, p. 61. 
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* mercy and juſtice, Rom. ix. 17, 18, and xi. 30. 
* Ele&ion is the decree of God, of his free love, 
* grace and mercy; chooſing ſome men to fairh, 
66 bolinebs and eternal life, for the praiſe of ' his 
* glorious mercy, .ult Theſ: 1. 4, 2d Theſ. u. 13. 
"Rom. viii. 29, 30. The cauſe which moved the 
«Lord to ele&t them who are choſen, was noiſe 
* other but his meer good will and pleaſure, Luke 
Xit. 22. Rem. X14 5, 9, 11, 36. Epb. 1. 5. 2d Tim. 
1, :- The end is the manifeſtation of the riches 
of his grace and mercy, Rom. ix. 223. Eph. 1. 6. 
The ſending of Chriſt, faith, hohneſs and eter- 
«nal hte, are the effets of his love, by which he 
«- manifeſteth the infinite riches of his grace, Fohn 
«6-11; 16. © As xii. 48, Rom. vi. 23. in- the fame 
« order God doth execure this decree in time, he 
«did decree itn [his eternal counſel, 1ſt Theſ; v. 
9. 2d Theſ. uy. 13. Sin 1s the effet of man's 
«tree will, apd condemnation is an effect of ju- 
«© tice 'inflifted 'upon man for ſin and difobedi- 
* ence, John wn. 18, and X11. 27. A man un this 
« life may be fure of this eleftion, 2d Pet: 1. 10. 
«11t The/. 1. 4. Yea of his eternal happineſs, 
« Matt. xxiv. 24. John x. 28, 29. But nor of his 
&« eternal reprobation," for he that is now profane, 
« may be called hereafter, Mart. xx. 5, 6.” Theſe 
extracts I carefully rook from what Mr. John Comer 
recorded with his own hand, while he was paſtor of 
that church, which he prefaged with theſe words ; 
©iz. * Having found in the hands of brother E4- 
« ward Smith a ſmall book, written by Mr. John 
« Ciark, the firſt paſtor of this church, containing 
& his judgment, and the judgment of the church, 
& reſpecting that ſoul-ſupporting doftrine of per- 
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© ſonal eleftion, which is at this day ſs much con 
* remned ; for the eſtabliſhing = church unde 
« 1ts preſent conſtitution 1n this glorious truth, 
* think it not improper to tranſcribe it, this 314 

«* day of July, 1727. k, 

Here note, thele were both the ſentiments of ; 
Mr. Clark and of his church, of which he contis. 8. 
nued the palitor till his death, which happened on 
April 20, 1675 z, only as, his ſufferings | in the Maſe 

ſachuſetts occalwned his going to England, where i | þ 
procured the preſent Rhode- [land charter. I 

Theretore ſince Mr. }/:lzams, who procu 
their firſt charter from the Parliament, and Mr&. 
Clark, who obtained their preſent charter, from they 
King, and the two firſt churches in the colonye? 
were fo full in this doctrine of foverei 
how illy does it beeome any inhabitant © ep 
lony now to exclaim againſt the dodtrine as an old; 
notion of other ſects, but as what was new among} 
them ? And how unjuſt has it been in many nr 
to repreſent the contrary doctrine as peculiarly be<y: 
longing to the Baptiſts * 

For as that was not bt caſe in the two firſt of 
their churches in this country, fo neither was it \ 
with the third, which is the firſt in the Maſſachn-' 
ſetts province, namely that»of Stwanzey. I find byy 

the; 

* Mr. Co/lender informs us, that the done of free will und? 
laying on of hand: cauſed a feparation io the charch at Neweperiyy 
about the ſame time of that at Providence, Century ſermon, pe 
65. And Governor Fo/eph Jenches, ſpeaking in a letter to a 
friend, dated arch 19, 1730, of the opinion that layzng onof 
hands ought not *o'be any bar of communion with thoſe who. Fi 
have been rightly baptized, fays, 4 I have been informed by”! 
« gone, or more, of the ancient members of our church at Pro: 


« widence, that ſuch was the opinion of the Baptifts in che-:; 
*** firſt conflitution of their churches throughout this colony. 
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the records-of that church, that it wis conſtirured 
in. the year T7649, at Titon, in Glamorganſhire, 
Seurb-W/ales, where it proſpered under the mini- 
of Mr. Fehr s, ell he was ejefted from 
thence by the. at of . unzformity, -which turned fo 
many godly men our of their places in 1662 +; 
afrer which, he. and a' contiderable part of his 
church came over and ſettled at Stoonzey, which was 
then in Plymonth colony; who were more moderate 
towards diffenters "than forme were ; hence in Dr. 
Afathers account of that colony he ſays, ** There 
4% -has been among themonechurch; that queſtioned 
* and omitted the uſe of infant baptiſm; never- 
* rhelels; rhere being many good men ameng thoſe 
* of that perſuaſion, T do not know that they 
* have "been per/ecuted; with any harder means; 
* than thoſe of kind conferences © to reclaim 
F< them ||.” And ſpeaking of miniſters that he 
could not telt how to put among their wor:bies, 
he fays, © I confels, there were ſome of thoſe per- 
* fons, whole names deſerve to live in our book 
« tor their prey, although their peciliar opinions 
is « ere ſuch, as to be differviceable unto the declar- 
8 « ed and fuppoſed intereſts of our churches. Of 
's * theſe there were. ſome godly Annabaptiſts ; as 
| þ * namely, Mr. Fanſard Knollys, of Dover, who 

"F + afterwards removing back to London, ditd 
*.-there, a good men, in a rood old ave; And Mr. 
« Mites, of Swanzey, who afrerwards came to Be- 
-| « font, and is now gone to his reſt. Both of 
4 « theſe 
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+ Dr. Ca/amy's account of ejefted miniſters, vol. 2: p, 541. 
| Magaaliz, b. 1. p. 14. 
$ Though he might labour a while at Bf ton, ye! f am told 

tagt he died among kts own people of Sewanzry. 4 
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« theſ have a reſpe&tful charaQter in the churchey” 
* of wilderneſs f.” And Mr. Hut lay 
* I have ſeen a letter. from Mr. Miles, 
* tiſt miniſter at Swanzey, to 'one of the. 
- G0 mer, at often, which 
* true ſpirit of the goſpel, and u ties 
* concord, charity ' As Jore, Ay ey dif 
« not agree in every point {.” Once more, as 
Mr. C ok and - his irs held ele&ion to 7 
God's chooking fome men To faith, holineſs, bt 
eternal lite, jF the praiſe of his glotious me 
and that, .<* The cauſe which moved the Lord's 
«. elet them who are choſen, was none other bi 
* his meer good will and pleaſure,” which he'ex  } 
ecutes in the /ame order in time; 'and as Mr. Comer þ 
calls this a glorious truth, and a /eul-fup upporting docr. | 
trine ;, ſo his preachin this ooſpel at R2booeth, n | 
the year 1731, was the powerful means of Cort: 6 
verting many ſouls, whom” Mr. Comer baptized; 2 
and fo gathered the firſt Baptifſt' church there, 
which the late Elder Richard Riand wis one, whe 
with others held this doQrine to the lafk. Theres 
fore as I think I have proved that Mr.” Marin, 
(who belongs to another ſociety in that 'town) has 
adted againſt ſcripture and reaſon, in denying this | 
doctrine ; {0 he alſo has. againſt the reſtimony of k 3 
pious fathers; yea I may add, of his fathers inth; * 
other #z land as well as this ; for the firſt conf  - 
fon of faith which was pub! iſhed' by the Eng ; 


Baptiſts, was publiſhed by ſeven churches in Lou- 2 


+ Book 3. p- 7: 
{! Maſſachuyetrs Niftory, vol. 2. p. 228, 
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fer COERES fly exe Fr 2 
Meſ- 
Faith © is 

vghr'i Ay Aeris tf the 

£ Get, by which faith they 

pe "belive the truth of the ſerip- 


of Ace of them, above” all 1 
ritings, arid al | things in the world, as; | 
hey hold forth the glory 'of God in his attri- 

Ct excellency FC Chriſt in his nature and 
* offices, and of the power and fulnefs of the ſpi- 
& rit in-its workings and operations, -and fo are en- 
* abled to caſt their ſouls upon this truth thus be: 
| U ieved.—Faith is ordinarily begorren by the 
—  ** preaching of the goſpel, 'or word 'of Chriſt, 
& without reſpe&t to, any power or agency in the 
Fcreaturez but it being wholly paſſive, and dead 
* in treſpaiſes and. ſins, doth believe and 'is con- 
« yerted. by no 1/7 than that which raiſed 
«6 Chriſt from the dead ||.” Two of the many texts 
which Ty cite to HOT theſe articles, are Joby 
vi. 63. and Eph, i. 19. | 

I am far from deliring "any to follow: the moſt 
eminent fathers any further than” they followed 
Chriſt; but as [fally believe that theſe fathers did 
fo, in the dofrine of ſovereign grace, in overcom- 
3ng evil with good, and in maintaining a friendly 
correſpondence with pious people af other deno- 
minations, while they ſtill ke Ge to this one princi- 
ple, for each one to worſhip God. according to the 
light 


& This was, ſome years before the F/;/fminfler confeſſion or 
catechiſm. 
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light of his own co! 
this attempt to promote 
which 1 would thankfully 
late, in a conſiderable kk, reviv 


children f > os. 


